Who is the author of the book of Revelation?

THE REVELATION

The book’s author identifies himself as John
(see Revelation 1:1, 4, 9; 22:8), understood to be the
son of Zebedee and the beloved disciple of Jesus Christ
(see Matthew 4:21–22). Latter-day revelation affirms
that John the Beloved is the author (see 1 Nephi 14:18–
27; Ether 4:16; D&C 77:1–2; Bible
Dictionary, “John”).

OF S T J OHN T HE D IV INE

S T UDY GU IDE

What is the book of Revelation?
Before we can understand this book we must have one
thing clearly lodged in our minds—it is a book of holy
scripture. It is the mind and will and voice of the Lord.
It came by revelation. The Lord spoke, his servant
heard, the word was written, and we now have the
written record for our profit and blessing.
In our study of the book of Revelation, we must start
out with the clear understanding that—aside from
changes and errors of translation—it is as though the
same words were written in the Book of Mormon or the
Doctrine and Covenants. That is, they are true and are
the very words the Lord wants us to have on the matters
with which they deal. Such is the view of the Latter-day
Saints relative to this most misunderstood of all
scriptural accounts.– Bruce R. McConkie 1975
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More than six centuries before John was born, the
Lord revealed to Nephi many of the things in the
book of Revelation. Nephi saw John in vision, and an
angel identified him as “one of the twelve apostles of
the Lamb.” Nephi heard and bore record “that the
name of the apostle of the Lamb was John,” and that
he was the one appointed and foreordained to write
the very visions now found in the book of
Revelation. (See 1 Ne. 14:19–29.)
1 Nep 14:19-29 And I looked and beheld a man, and
he was dressed in a white robe. And the angel said
unto me: Behold one of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb. Behold, he shall see and write the remainder
of these things; yea, and also many things which
have been. And he shall also write concerning the
end of the world. Wherefore, the things which he
shall write are just and true; and behold they are
written in the book which thou beheld proceeding out
of the mouth of the Jew… the things which were
written were plain and pure, and most precious and
easy to the understanding of all men. And behold,
the things which this apostle of the Lamb shall write
are many things which thou hast seen; and behold,
the remainder shalt thou see. But the things which
thou shalt see hereafter thou shalt not write; for the
Lord God hath ordained the apostle of the Lamb of
God that he should write them. And also others who
have been, to them hath he shown all things, and they
have written them (Ether 3:25-28; Moses 7:59-67);
and they are sealed up to come forth in their purity,
according to the truth which is in the Lamb, in the
own due time of the Lord, unto the house of Israel.
And I, Nephi, heard and bear record, that the name of
the apostle of the Lamb was John, according to the
word of the angel. And behold, I, Nephi, am
forbidden that I should write the remainder of the
things which I saw and heard; wherefore the things
which I have written sufficeth me; and I have written
but a small part of the things which I saw. And I
bear record that I saw the things which my father
saw, and the angel of the Lord did make them known
unto me.

The first three chapters of the book of Revelation were
specifically addressed to seven branches of the Church
in Asia Minor (see Revelation 1:4, 11; 2–3). It is
unclear why these particular churches were singled out.
While other branches of the Church had been
established in Asia (such as at Pisidian Antioch), these
seven may represent the Church as a whole (the number
seven being symbolic of completeness). Historical
sources indicate that John lived at Ephesus near the
close of the first century, so he would have had close
connections with the seven churches before his exile to
Patmos, and he would have visited them as he
ministered in Asia Minor. They may also have been
among only a few branches that were still faithful and
had not succumbed to apostasy and persecution.
The revelation from God was “signified” by an angel
unto “his servant John.” The word “signified” is the
English translation of the Greek word eseemanen,
which can mean to indicate something by a sign, mark,
or token.*
The Joseph Smith Translation of verse 3 adds the
word understand to this sequence, illustrating God’s
desire to have us understand the teachings of this book
(see the Bible appendix).*

Those who receive exaltation in the celestial kingdom.*
The title “Almighty” is the English translation of the
Greek word Pantokrator, which suggests one who rules
and regulates all things. One theme of the book of
Revelation is that even though God’s people in all ages
face persecution and trouble, God does indeed govern
all things and will one day put an end to all evil. Several
images from the first chapters of Revelation reinforce
the Savior’s role as “the Almighty” (Revelation 1:8):
His word is represented as “a sharp twoedged sword”
(Revelation 1:16), He holds “the keys of hell and of
death” (Revelation 1:18), and He knows people’s works
(see Revelation 2:2, 9, 13, 19).

THE REVELATION
OF S T J OHN T HE D IV INE
EDITED WITH THE JOSEPH SMITH
TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE
CHAPTER 1
Christ chooses some as kings and priests unto God—Christ
will come again—John sees the risen Lord.
1 aThe bRevelation of John, a servant of God, which was
given unto him of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to
shew unto his cservants things which must dshortly come to
pass; that and he sent and signified it by his eangel unto his
servant John:
2 Who bore bare record of the word of God, and of the
testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.
3 aBlessed are they who read is he that breadeth, and they
who that hear and understand the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein: for
the ctime of the coming of the Lord draweth nigh is at hand.
4 Now this is the testimony of John to the aseven servants
who are over the seven churches which are in Asia:
Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which bis, and
which was, and which is to come; who hath sent forth his
angel from and from the seven cSpirits which are before his
throne, to testify unto those who are the seven servants over
the seven churches;
5 Therefore, I, John bear record of the things which were
delivered me of the angel, And from Jesus Christ, who is the
faithful witness,and the afirst begotten of the dead, and the
prince of the kings of the earth. 6 Unto him that loved us,
and bwashed us from our sins in his own cblood,
6 And hath made us akings and bpriests unto God and his
Father.; To him be cglory and ddominion for ever and ever.
Amen.
7 For behold, he acometh in the with clouds with ten
thousands of his saints in the kingdom, clothed with the
glory of his Father. And every eye shall bsee him, and
they who also which pierced him: and all ckindreds of the
earth shall dwail because of him. Even so, Amen.
8 For he saith, I am aAlpha and Omega, the bbeginning and
the ending, saith the Lord, who which is, and who which
was, and who which is to come, the cAlmighty.
9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in
tribulation, and in the kingdom and apatience of Jesus Christ,

2 Peter 3:8

"We are informed that if we are worthy of exaltation we
are to become like our Father in heaven and our Elder
Brother, Jesus Christ. We are to become priests and
kings (Rev. 1:6 and 5:10), and are to have dominion
and be given rule. This means responsibility. Now, it is
a self-evident truth, that if we do not use the talents
given us now and do not exercise the responsibility we
have received in this life, that we will not be prepared
or worthy to exercise authority and have
responsibility there." (The Way to Perfection [Salt Lake
City: Genealogical Society of Utah, 1949], 224.) –
Joseph Fielding Smith
Temple Reference
D&C 76:50, 56-57; 2 Pet 1:3-4; 2 Tim 4:8; Rom 8:17;
Rev 5:10
"Jesus said, 'I am ... the beginning and the ending.'
(Rev. 1:8.) He is the end of sorrow and the end of guilt.
He is the end of pain, death, suffering, sin, and tears.
He is the beginning of joy, life, and peace. He is the
beginning of healing, truth, and fulfillment. He is the
end of mourning, the beginning of comfort." (S.
Michael Wilcox, "The Beatitiudes-Pathway to the
Savior," Ensign, Jan. 1991, 20)

Candlesticks carry light; they do not create it. Their
function is to make it available, not to bring it into
being. So by using seven candlesticks to portray the
seven churches to whom John is now to give counsel,
the Lord is showing that his congregations on earth are
to carry his light to the world. Christ is the Light of the
world. (John 8:12.) ‘Hold up your light that it may shine
unto the world. Behold I am the light which ye shall
hold up—that which ye have seen me do.’ (3 Ne.
18:24; Matt. 5:14–16.)**
Covenant hand and symbol of power; Christ holds the
seven churches in His right hand.*
Another image representing the servants of leaders over
the seven churches.*
The word of God, pronouncing judgement on the
wicked and freeing the innocent.*
"I heard President Kimball say on one occasion, as other
Presidents of the Church have said, that, while he holds
all of the keys that are held upon the earth, there are
keys that he does not hold. There are keys that have not
been given to him as President of the Church, because
they are reserved to higher power and authority. For
instance, … he does not hold the keys of the
resurrection. The Lord holds them, but He has not
delegated them-neither anciently, nor to modern
prophets." (The Holy Temple Boyd K. Packer)
Each letter first addresses the leader of the church in the
area and uses symbolic terms to identify Jesus Christ. It
next conveys the Lord’s words of praise and
commendation and His words of correction and
warning. Then, promises are given to those who
overcome through faith in Jesus Christ. These promises
are related to exaltation and eternal life, and they contain
rich temple symbolism..*

was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God,
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
10 I was in the Spirit on the aLord’s bday, and heard behind
me a great cvoice, as of a trumpet,
11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the afirst and the last:
and, What thou seest, bwrite in a book, and send it unto the
seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto cThyatira, and unto
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto dLaodicea.
12 And I turned to see from whence the voice came that
spake to with me. And being turned, I saw seven
golden acandlesticks;
13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto
the aSon of man, bclothed with a garment down to the foot,
and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.
14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as
snow; and his aeyes were as a flame of bfire;
15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a
furnace; and his avoice as the sound of many waters.
16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his
mouth went a sharp two-edged asword: and
his bcountenance was as the csun shineth in his strength.
17 And when I asaw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he
laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am
the first and the last:
18 I am he that aliveth, and was bdead; and, behold, I am
alive for cevermore, Amen; and have the dkeys of ehell and
of death.
19 aWrite the things which thou hast seen, and the things
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;
20 This is the mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest
in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The
seven astars are the servants bangels of the seven churches:
and the seven ccandlesticks which thou sawest are the seven
churches.
CHAPTER 2
He who overcomes will gain eternal life, avoid the second
death, inherit the celestial kingdom, and rule many
kingdoms.
1 Unto the servant aangel of the church of Ephesus bwrite;
These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right
hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks;

"The Savior rose from the tomb on the first day of the
week; and that particular Sunday, as also the next, was
rendered forever memorable by the bodily visitation of
the resurrected Lord to the assembled Apostles and
others. To the believers in the crucified and risen Savior
Sunday became the Lord's Day (Rev. 1:10), and in time
took the place of Saturday as the weekly Sabbath in the
Christian churches. – James E. Talmage 1919

Revelation 1:20; 3 Nephi 18:24, Revelation 2-3
Matt 18:20; D&C 38:7

D&C 110:1-4

Psalm 110:1; Mark 16:19; Acts 7:55

2 Nephi 9:10-13

To Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7). Largest city in Asia
Minor. Famous for its magnificent temple of Artemis—
one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.*

The Nicolaitans were “an Antinomian sect in Asia
Minor that claimed license for sensual sin” (Bible
Dictionary, “Nicolaitans”). Antinomians were
permissive Christians who claimed that the grace of God
freed them from having to obey commandments. The
Lord commended some Saints for rejecting the deeds of
the Nicolaitans, while chastising other Saints for holding
to the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.*
Smyrna (Revelation 2:8–11) Early center of emperor
worship. Major shipping port and trade center. Polycarp,
bishop of Smyrna, was martyred there. *

Pergamos (Revelation 2:12–17) Provincial center for
emperor worship. Three temples dedicated to emperor
worship. Library housed over 200,000 scrolls. *

Model of an ancient altar at Pergamos dedicated to the
god Zeus, from Pergamon Museum in Berlin, Germany.
The Lord told the Saints at Pergamos, “I know … where
thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is” (Revelation
2:13). Many scholars believe that “Satan’s seat” referred
to the altar at Pergamos. *

2 I aknow thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and
how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast
tried them which say they are bapostles, and are not, and hast
found them liars:
3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake
hast laboured, and hast not fainted.
4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou
hast left thy first alove.
5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy acandlestick out of his place,
except thou brepent.
6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of
the aNicolaitans, which I also hate.
7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the aSpirit saith unto
the churches; To him that bovercometh will I give to eat of
the ctree of life, which is in the midst of the dparadise of
God.
8 And unto the servant angel of the church in Smyrna write;
These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and
is alive;
9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou
art rich) and I know the ablasphemy of them which say they
are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.
10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt asuffer:
behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye
may be btried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou
faithful unto cdeath, and I will dgive thee a ecrown of life.
11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the
second adeath.
12 And to the servant angel of the church in Pergamos write;
These things saith he which hath the sharp asword with two
edges;
13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where
Satan’s seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not
denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my
faithful amartyr, who was slain among you, where Satan
dwelleth.
14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast
there them that hold the doctrine of aBalaam, who taught
Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel,
to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to
commit bfornication.
15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.

Acts 20:17-18, 28-30; 2 Cor 11:13-14, 26; 1 John 4:1-3

1 Nephi 8:10-12; Alma 5:34; 32:39-42; Rev 22:2
This statue depicts
Polycarp, bishop of
Smyrna, who
suffered martyrdom
in A.D. 155.

A fulfillment of the Lord’s words can be seen in the life
of Polycarp, a bishop of the church in Smyrna, who
lived from A.D. 69 to 155. Polycarp was a disciple of
John and one of the last surviving Church leaders who
had personally heard the teachings of an Apostle and
eyewitness of Jesus Christ. Because he would not
renounce his faith, he was burned at the stake as a
martyr. When he was told that he could avoid
martyrdom by worshipping the Roman emperor and
cursing Christ, Polycarp replied: “For eighty and six
years have I been [Christ’s] servant, and he has done me
no wrong, and how can I blaspheme my King that saved
me?” (The Apostolic Fathers, vol. 2, trans. Kirsopp
Lake, Loeb Classical Library [Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1913], 325).. *
Numbers 22-24; 31:16; Numbers 25:1-5; 31:13-16

The phrase 'hidden manna' may also refer to eternal
truths from and about Christ that are revealed only in the
temple, 'mysteries' given only to those who seek
diligently for them (Matt. 13:11-12; 1 Tim. 3:16; 1 Ne.
2:16; 1 Ne. 10:19; Alma 12:9; D&C 76:5-7)."
Understanding the Book of Revelation 1998 Parry
Thyatira (Revelation 2:18–29) Famous for wool dyeing.
A military city. Principal deity was Tyrimnas (sun god),
who was often portrayed with military prowess. *

The word “reins” literally means “kidneys.” To the
Hebrews, the word signified strength and vigor. In
Greek the word implies desires and thoughts. The phrase
“searcheth the reins and hearts” is an idiom, meaning
that the Lord knows all things about the inner man. It is
because of this perfect understanding that the Lord is
able to “give unto every one of you according to your
works” *
“The morning star” is a symbol of Jesus Christ
(Revelation 2:28; 22:16). The promise of “the morning
star” is given to him “that overcometh, and keepeth my
works unto the end” (Revelation 2:26). It may be the
promise of the Second Comforter, of which
the Prophet Joseph Smith taught, “When any man
obtains this [Second] Comforter, he will have the
personage of Jesus Christ to attend him, or appear
unto him from time to time, and even He will
manifest the Father unto him, and they will take up
their abode with him, and the visions of the heavens
will be opened unto him, and the Lord will teach him
face to face” (in History of the Church, 3:381).

16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
fight against them with the sword of my mouth.
17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; To him that aovercometh will I give to eat of
the hidden bmanna, and will give him a cwhite dstone, and in
the stone a new ename written, which no man knoweth
saving he that receiveth it.
18 And unto the aangel of the church in bThyatira write;
These things saith the Son of God, who hath his ceyes like
unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;
19 I know thy works, and charity, and aservice, and faith,
and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than
the first.
20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.
21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornications; and
she repented not.
22 Behold, I will cast her ainto hell a bed, and them that
commit badultery with her into great tribulation, except they
repent of their deeds.
23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the
churches shall know that I am he which asearcheth the breins
and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according
to your works.
24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many
as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the
depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none
other burden.
25 But that which ye have already ahold fast till I come.
26 aAnd to him who he that bovercometh, and keepeth my
commandments works unto the end, to him will I
give cpower over many kingdoms the nations:
27 And he shall rule them with the word of God a arod of
iron; as the bvessels of clay in the hands of a potter; and he
shall govern them by faith, with equity and justice shall they
be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.
28 And I will give him the morning astar.
29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.
CHAPTER 3
He who overcomes will retain his name in the book of life,
reach godhood, and be with Jesus as He is with the Father.

D&C 130:8-11 The place where God resides is a
great aUrim and Thummim. This aearth, in
its bsanctified and cimmortal state, will be made like
unto dcrystal and will be a Urim and Thummim to the
inhabitants who dwell thereon, whereby all things
pertaining to an inferior kingdom, or all kingdoms of a
lower order, will be manifest to those who dwell on it;
and this earth will be eChrist’s. Then the
white astone mentioned in Revelation 2:17, will become
a Urim and Thummim to each individual who receives
one, whereby things pertaining to a bhigher order of
kingdoms will be made known; And a awhite stone is
given to each of those who come into the celestial
kingdom, whereon is a new bname written, which no
man knoweth save he that receiveth it. The new name is
the key word.
Temple Reference

D&C 137:9

Sardis (Revelation 3:1–6) Crossroads of five major
highways. Reputation for great wealth and low moral
standards. *

For more information read "The Temple Garment: 'An
Outward Expression of an Inward Commitment,'
" Ensign, Aug. 1997, 22-23

Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7–13) Called the “gateway to
the East.” Famous for wine production. Center for
worship of Bacchus, god of wine. Relatively
unimportant city in its day. *

If we go into the temple, we raise our hands and
covenant that we will serve the Lord and observe his
commandments and keep ourselves unspotted from the
world. If we realize what we are doing, then the
endowment will be a protection to us all our lives-a
protection which a man who does not go to the temple
does not have…This protection is what these
ceremonies are for, in part. They save us now, and they
exalt us hereafter, if we will honor them. I know that
this protection is given for I, too, have realized it, as
have thousands of others who have remembered their
obligations. (Joseph Fielding Smith - Doctrines of
Salvation, 3 vols., edited by Bruce R. McConkie [Salt
Lake City: Bookcraft, 1954-1956], 2: 253.)

1 aAnd unto the servant bangel of the church in Sardis, write;
These things saith he who that hath the seven stars cSpirits of
God, and the seven dstars which are the seven servants of
God; I eknow thy works, that thou hast a name that thou
livest, and art not fdead.
2 aBe watchful therefore, and strengthen those who the
things which remain, who that are ready to die: for I have
not found thy works perfect before God.
3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard,
and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not awatch, I
will come on thee as a bthief, and thou shalt not know what
hour I will come upon thee.
4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have
not adefiled their garments; and they shall bwalk with me
in cwhite: for they are dworthy.
5 He that aovercometh, the same shall be clothed
in bwhite craiment; and I will not dblot out his name out of
the ebook of life, but I will fconfess his name before my
Father, and before his angels.
6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.
7 And to the servant angel of the church in Philadelphia
write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he
that hath the akey of David, he that openeth, and no man
shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;
8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength,
and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.
9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan,
which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I
will make them to come and aworship before thy feet, and to
know that I have loved thee.
10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also
will akeep thee from the hour of btemptation, which shall
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth.
11 Behold, I come aquickly: hold that fast which thou hast,
that no man take thy crown.
12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of
my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon
him the aname of my God, and the name of the city of my
God, this which is bnew Jerusalem, which cometh down out
of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new
name.
13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.

Temple Reference

2017 Apr, Neil L. Andersen, Overcoming the World

When Zion descends from above (Rev 3:12), Zion will
also ascend from beneath and be prepared to associate
with those from above. The people will be so perfected
and purified, ennobled, exalted, and dignified in their
feelings and so truly humble and most worthy, virtuous
and intelligent that they will be fit, when caught up, to
associate with that Zion that shall come down from God
out of heaven. John Taylor (Journal of Discourses
10:147)
Rev 14:1-5; Rev 22:4
Temple Reference

Laodicea (Revelation 3:14–21) Wealthy commercial and
banking center. Hot springs at Hierapolis sent warm
water flowing to Laodicea. Medical school produced an
eye salve. *
“Each of us has to face the matter—either the Church is
true, or it is a fraud. There is no middle ground. It is the
Church and kingdom of God, or it is nothing”
(“Loyalty,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2003, 60).
When deepening trials come your way,
remember this this glorious promise of the
Savior. – “Self Mastery” October 1985
Sitting with the Lord on His throne means receiving the
blessings of exaltation: “Through [the Atonement of
Jesus Christ], all who believe and obey the glorious
gospel of God, all who are true and faithful and
overcome the world, all who suffer for Christ and his
word, all who are chastened and scourged in the Cause
of him whose we are—all shall become as their Maker
and sit with him on his throne and reign with him
forever in everlasting glory” Bruce R. McConkie (“The
Purifying Power of Gethsemane,” Ensign, May 1985, 9).

14 And unto the servant angel of the church of the
Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen,
the afaithful and true witness, the bbeginning of
the ccreation of God;
15 I know thy aworks, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I
would thou wert cold or hot.
16 So then because thou art alukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, I will bspue thee out of my mouth.
17 Because thou sayest, I am arich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
18 I acounsel thee to buy of me bgold tried in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.
19 As many as I love, I rebuke and achasten: be zealous
therefore, and repent.
20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and aopen the door, I will bcome in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me.
21 To him that aovercometh will I grant to bsit with me in
my cthrone, even as I also overcame, and am set down with
my Father in his throne.
22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches.
CHAPTER 4
John sees the celestial earth, the throne of God, and all
created things worshipping the Lord.

John is not writing of events of his time. He is not
concerned with ancient history. The initial
pronouncement in the book is that it concerns things that
must shortly come to pass, things that are to happen
after New Testament times, things that shall transpire in
the last days. – Bruce R. McConkie Ensign 1975

D&C 77:5 Q. What are we to understand by the four
and twenty aelders, spoken of by John?
A. We are to understand that these elders whom John
saw, were elders who had been bfaithful in the work of
the ministry and were dead; who belonged to
the cseven churches, and were then in the paradise of
God.

1 After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened into in
heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a
trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and
I will show ashew thee things which must be hereafter.
2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne
was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.
3 And he that sat there was to look upon like a jasper and a
sardine-stone: and there was a arainbow round about the
throne, in sight like unto an emerald.
4 aAnd in the midst of round about the throne were four and
twenty bseats: and upon the seats I saw four and
twenty celders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had
on their heads crowns of gold.
5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and
thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire

Jesus at the Door by Del Parson
The imagery in Rev 3:20 suggests that we are the ones
who must open the door to the Savior.
“With all the strength of my soul I testify that our
Heavenly Father loves each one of us. He hears the
prayers of humble hearts; He hears our cries for help. …
His Son, our Savior and Redeemer, speaks to each of us
today: …“Will we listen for that knock? Will we hear
that voice? Will we open that door to the Lord, that we
may receive the help He is so ready to provide? I pray
that we will” Thomas S. Monson Ensign Nov 2007

burning before the throne, which are the aseven servants
Spirits of God.
6 And before the throne there was a asea of glass like unto
crystal: band in the midst of the throne were the four and
twenty elders; and round about the
throne, were four cbeasts full of eyes before and behind.
7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast
like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the
fourth beast was like a flying eagle.
8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings
about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest
not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, aLord
God bAlmighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks
to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,
10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat
on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever,
and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and
power: for thou hast acreated all things, and bfor thy
pleasure they are and were created.

b

In John’s vision of the heavenly throne, he saw four
beasts praising God. These four winged creatures
described in Revelation 4:6–8 are similar to the
heavenly beings described in Isaiah 6:1–3 and Ezekiel
1:5–14. Latter-day revelation explains the meaning of
these beasts, as recorded in Doctrine and Covenants
77:2–4. In addition, the Prophet Joseph Smith (1805–
44) taught: “The four beasts were four of the most noble
animals that had filled the measure of their creation, and
had been saved from other worlds, because they were
perfect: they were like angels in their sphere. We are not
told where they came from” (in History of the
Church, 5:343–44).

CHAPTER 5
John sees the book sealed with seven seals, and he sees
those people redeemed out of every nation—He hears every
creature praising God and the Lamb.

John described the Lamb in his vision as having many
horns and eyes. In the scriptures, horns are often a
symbol of power (see 1 Samuel 2:10; Psalm 75:10).
Eyes often symbolize light and knowledge (see D&C
77:4). The Joseph Smith Translation of Revelation 5:6
indicates that the Lamb had “twelve horns
and twelve eyes, which are the twelve servants of God”
(in Revelation 5:6, footnote b). Since the Lord’s people
in ancient Israel were numbered as twelve tribes and the
Lord organized His Church with Twelve Apostles, the
number twelve can symbolize divine government and
organization, or the priesthood. This verse may suggest
that all priesthood power and knowledge is centered in
the Lamb of God.*

1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a
book awritten within and on the back side, bsealed with
seven cseals.
2 And I saw a strong angel, and heard him proclaiming with
a loud voice, Who is aworthy to open the book, and to loose
the seals thereof?
3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the
earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.
4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to
open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.
5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold,
the aLion of the tribe of bJuda, the cRoot of David, hath
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals
thereof.
6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the
four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a aLamb as
it had been slain, bhaving twelve seven horns and twelve
seven eyes, which are the twelve seven servants Spirits of
God sent forth into all the earth.

D&C 77:1 Q. What is the asea of glass spoken of by
John, 4th chapter, and 6th verse of the Revelation? A. It
is the bearth, in its csanctified, dimmortal,
and eeternal state.
D&C 77:2 Q. What are we to understand by the four
beasts, spoken of in the same verse? A. They
are afigurative expressions, used by the Revelator,
John, in describing bheaven, the cparadise of God,
the dhappiness of man, and of beasts, and of creeping
things, and of the fowls of the air; that which is spiritual
being in the likeness of that which is temporal; and that
which is temporal in the likeness of that which is
spiritual; the espirit of man in the likeness of his person,
as also the spirit of the fbeast, and every other creature
which God has created.
D&C 77:3 Q. Are the four beasts limited to individual
beasts, or do they represent classes or aorders? A. They
are limited to four individual beasts, which were shown
to John, to represent the glory of the classes of beings in
their destined border or csphere of creation, in the
enjoyment of their deternal efelicity.
D&C 77:4 Q. What are we to understand by
the aeyes and bwings, which the beasts had? A. Their
eyes are a representation of light and knowledge, that is,
they are full of cknowledge; and their wings are
a drepresentation of epower, to move, to act, etc.
D&C 77:6 Q. What are we to understand by the book
which John saw, which was asealed on the back with
seven seals? A. We are to understand that it contains the
revealed will, bmysteries, and the works of God; the
hidden things of his economy concerning
this cearth during the seven thousand years of its
continuance, or its temporal existence.
D&C 77:7 Q. What are we to understand by the
seven aseals with which it was sealed? A. We are to
understand that the first seal contains the things of
the bfirst thousand years, and the csecond also of the
second thousand years, and so on until the seventh.
Gen 49:8-10; Matt 1:3; Heb 7:14
Matt 1:1; Mark 10:47; Luke 1:32; John 7:42; Rev 22:16

“I suppose John saw beings there of a thousand forms,
that had been saved from ten thousand times ten
thousand earths like this,—strange beasts of which we
have no conception: all might be seen in heaven. …
John learned that God glorified Himself by saving all
that His hands had made, whether beasts, fowls, fishes
or men; and He will glorify Himself with them.
“Says one, ‘I cannot believe in the salvation of beasts.’
Any man who would tell you that this could not be,
would tell you that the revelations are not true. John
heard the words of the beasts giving glory to God, and
understood them” (in History of the Church, 5:343).

7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of
him that sat upon the throne.
8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and
four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having
every one of them harps, and golden vials full of aodours,
which are the bprayers of saints.
9 And they asung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to
take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast
slain, and hast bredeemed us to God by thy blood out of
every ckindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;
10 And hast made us unto our God kings and apriests: and
we shall reign on the earth.
11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round
about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand,
and athousands of thousands;
12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the aLamb that was
slain to receive bpower, and riches, and cwisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.
13 And every acreature which is in heaven, and on the earth,
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that
are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory,
and bpower, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty
elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and
ever.

Temple Reference

Salvation is in Christ. His is the only name given under
heaven whereby this priceless gift may be won. Without
him there would be no resurrection and all men would
be forever lost. Without him there would be no eternal
life, no return to the presence of a gracious Father, no
celestial thrones for the saints.
No tongue can tell, no mind can envision, no heart can
conceive of all that comes to us because of him.
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and
glory, and blessing." (Rev 5:12.) ("Be Valiant in the
Fight of Faith," Bruce R McConkie Ensign, Nov. 1974

CHAPTER 6
Christ opens the six seals, and John sees the events therein—
In the fifth seal, he sees the Christian martyrs; and in the
sixth, he sees the signs of the times.
Rev. 6:1–2—about 4000 B.C. to 3000 B.C. John sees a
warrior, conquering.†

Rev. 6:3–4—about 3000 B.C. to 2000 B.C. John sees a
representation of human contention and death †

1 aAnd I saw when the Lamb opened one of the bseals, one
of the four beasts, and I heard, as it were the noise of
thunder, one of the four cbeasts saying, Come and see.
2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on
him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he
went forth conquering, and to conquer.
3 And when he had opened the asecond seal, I heard the
second beast say, Come and see.
4 And there went out another horse that was red:
and power was given to him that sat thereon to
take apeace from the earth, and that they should kill one
another: and there was given unto him a great sword.

“The most transcendent happenings” referred to in these
verses “involved Enoch and his ministry. And it is
interesting to note that what John saw was not the
establishment of Zion and its removal to heavenly
spheres, but the unparalleled wars in which Enoch, as a
general over the armies of the saints, ‘went forth
conquering and to conquer’ [Moses 7:13–18]” **
Widespread wickedness and violence characterized this
time period, which included the Great Flood during the
days of Noah (see Genesis 6–11; Moses 7:24–43; 8:1–
30). **

Rev. 6:5–6—about 2000 B.C. to 1000 B.C. John sees
images of famine. †

Rev. 6:7–8—about 1000 B.C. to A.D. 1 John sees death
by war, famine, beasts. †

Rev. 6:9–11—about A.D. 1 to A.D. 1000 John sees the
martyrs for Christ of the early Christian era. †

Rev. 6:12–Rev 7:17—about A.D. 1000 to A.D. 2000
John sees Great Earthquake (Rev 6:12-17), 144,000
Sealed (Rev 7:1-8) Rewards for those who endure
tribulations (Rev 7:9-17). †
This thousand-year period will continue until just before
Jesus Christ returns in glory and reigns personally on the
earth. John noted seven signs that will accompany this
time period: an earthquake, the darkened sun, the moon
becoming as blood, stars falling, the heavens opening as
a scroll (see Joseph Smith Translation, Revelation 6:14
[in Revelation 6:14, footnote a]), mountains and islands
moving out of their places, and men seeking to hide
themselves. Similar signs of the times are recorded
elsewhere in scripture (see Joel 2:10, 30–31; Haggai
2:6–7; D&C 29:14; 43:25; 88:87–91). **

5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third
beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse;
and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.
6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A
measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley
for a penny; and see thou hurt not thou the oil and the wine.
7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice
of the fourth beast say, Come and see.
8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that
sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And
power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth,
to kill with asword, and with hunger, and with death, and
with the beasts of the earth.
9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under
the aaltar the souls of them that were bslain for the word of
God, and for the testimony which they held:
10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O
Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and aavenge our
blood on them that dwell on the earth?
11 And awhite brobes were given unto every one of them;
and it was said unto them, that they should crest yet for a
little season, until their fellowservants also and their
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be
fulfilled.
12 And I beheld when he had opened the asixth seal, and, lo,
there was a great bearthquake; and the csun became dblack as
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as eblood;
13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig
tree casteth her auntimely figs, when she is shaken of a
mighty wind.
14 aAnd the heaven opened departed as a bscroll is opened
when it is rolled together; and every cmountain and island
were moved out of its their places.
15 And the akings of the earth, and the great men, and the
rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and
every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in
the bdens and in the rocks of the mountains;
16 And said to the amountains and rocks, Fall on us, and
hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb:
17 For the great aday of his wrath is come; and who shall be
able to bstand?
CHAPTER 7

A person could purchase only enough food to live on
with a whole day’s wages, indicating extreme famine
prices. In contrast, barley was less expensive and was
thus eaten by the poor. As recorded in the scriptures,
famines are characteristic of this time period
(see Genesis 41–42; Abraham 1:30; 2:1, 17, 21). **
Great warring empires characterized this era: Assyria,
Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. Having
rejected the warnings of prophets such as Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Amos, the kingdoms of Israel and Judah
often found themselves victims of these conquering
empires. Israel and Judah also fought against one
another. (see Isaiah 5:14) **
Many early Christians, including nearly all of the
original Apostles, gave their lives as martyrs. Because
they gave up their lives “for the word of God, and for
the testimony which they held,” they were given “white
robes,” symbolic of purity (see Revelation 7:13–
14; 3 Nephi 27:19). **

D&C 45:26, 42; D&C 88:87-97; JSM 1:33; D&C 29:14
D&C 77: 10 Q. What time are the things spoken of
in this chapter to be accomplished? A. They are to be
accomplished in the asixth thousand years, or the
opening of the sixth seal.
We are now living in the Saturday night of time; the
millennial morning will soon dawn. This is the end of
the sixth seal, and the seventh seal will soon be opened.
Our modern revelation tells us plainly that Christ will
come sometime after the opening of seventh seal; it will
be during the seventh thousand years and after the
events listed in the eighth chapter of John's writings.
(The Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son
of Man [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 381.)

John also sees in the sixth seal the Restoration of the gospel,
the sealing of the 144,000, and the hosts of the exalted from
all nations.
D&C 77:8 Q. What are we to understand by the
four aangels, spoken of in the 7th chapter and 1st
verse of Revelation? A. We are to understand that
they are four angels sent forth from God, to whom is
given power over the four parts of the earth, to save
life and to destroy; these are they who have
the beverlasting gospel to commit to every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people; having power to cshut
up the heavens, to seal up unto life, or to cast down to
the dregions of darkness.
D&C 77: 11 Q. What are we to understand by sealing
the aone hundred and forty-four thousand, out of all
the tribes of Israel—twelve thousand out of every
tribe? A. We are to understand that those who are
sealed are bhigh priests, ordained unto the holy order
of God, to administer the everlasting gospel; for they
are they who are ordained out of every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people, by the angels to whom is
given power over the nations of the earth, to bring as
many as will come to the church of the cFirstborn.
The number of representatives out of the twelve tribes
of Israel who will be ordained to assist others in their
quest for exaltation. It is not, as some people believe,
the total number of people who will be exalted. “The
church of the Firstborn” refers to those who will be
exalted and become joint-heirs with Jesus Christ.**

1 And after these things I saw four aangels standing on the
four corners of the earth, holding the four bwinds of the
earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the
sea, nor on any tree.
2 And I saw another angel aascending from the east, having
the bseal of the living God: and I heard him cry he cried with
a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt
the earth and the sea,
3 Saying, aHurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees,
till we have bsealed the cservants of our God in their
foreheads.
4 And I heard the number of them who which were
sealed,: and there were sealed
an ahundred and forty and four thousand of all the btribes of
the children of cIsrael.
5 Of the tribe of aJuda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the
tribe of bReuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Gad were sealed twelve thousand.
6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the
tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe
of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand.
7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of
the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.
8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of
the tribe of aJoseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the
tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.
9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no
man could number, of all nations, and akindreds, and people,
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and bpalms in their hands;
10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.
11 And all the angels stood round about the throne,
and about the elders and the four abeasts, and fell before the
throne on their faces, and worshipped God,
12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our
God for ever and ever. Amen.
13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What
are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence
came they?

“God has held the angels of destruction for many
years, lest they should reap down the wheat with the
tares. But I want to tell you now, that those angels
have left the portals of heaven … and are hovering
over the earth waiting to pour out the judgments. And
from this very day they shall be poured out.
Calamities and troubles are increasing in the earth,
and there is a meaning to these things. Remember this,
and reflect upon these matters. If you do your duty,
and I do my duty, we’ll have protection, and shall pass
through the afflictions in peace and in safety” (The
Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, sel. G. Homer
Durham [1946], 230).
D&C 77:9 Q. What are we to understand by the
angel aascending from the east, Revelation 7th chapter
and 2nd verse? A. We are to understand that the angel
ascending from the east is he to whom is given the
seal of the living God over the twelve tribes of bIsrael;
wherefore, he crieth unto the four angels having the
everlasting gospel, saying: Hurt not the earth, neither
the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants
of our God in their cforeheads. And, if you will
receive it, this is dElias which was to come to gather
together the tribes of Israel and erestore all things.
The sealing or marking of “the servants of our God in
their foreheads” is a metaphor of their devotion,
service, and belonging to God (Revelation 7:3; see
also Revelation 9:4; 14:1). “Seal” is the same term
used earlier in the New Testament to describe faithful,
baptized Saints who had received the Holy Spirit of
Promise (see 2 Corinthians 1:22; Ephesians
1:13; 4:30). Bearing this seal protects the faithful from
divine judgments upon the wicked (see Revelation
9:4; 16:2). In this sense, the seal of God in the
forehead symbolizes a protection much like the
lamb’s blood that ancient Israelites in Egypt placed on
their door frames to protect them from the destroying
angel (see Exodus 12:13).
The Prophet Joseph Smith taught that the sealing of
the faithful in their foreheads “signifies sealing the
blessing upon their heads, meaning the everlasting
covenant, thereby making their calling and election
sure” (in History of the Church, 5:530). For more
information on God’s name written in the forehead of
the righteous, see the see Rev 22:4*

The image of robes washed and made “white in the
blood of the Lamb” refers to our being purified through
the Atonement of Jesus Christ (see Alma 5:21; 13:11–
12; 3 Nephi 27:19).

14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to
me, These are they which came aout of great btribulation, and
have cwashed their robes, and made them dwhite in
the eblood of the fLamb.
15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve
him day and night in his atemple: and he that bsitteth on the
throne shall cdwell among them.
16 They shall hunger no more, neither athirst any more;
neither shall the bsun light on them, nor any heat.
17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains
of awaters: and God shall wipe away all btears from their
eyes.

About A.D. 2000 to A.D. 3000 Second Coming Events
with some exceptions. †

CHAPTER 8
John sees fire and desolation poured out during the seventh
seal and preceding the Second Coming.

Since the evidence suggests we have not yet entered that
last period of a thousand years, this prophecy is yet
future to us. In fact, once the judgments happen it may
be that the imagery used by John in this section will
become much more clear. It also tells us that any
attempt to tie these judgments with past historical event
is not justified. – BYU Religious Studies Center
“Insights from the JST into the Book of Revelation” by
Gerald N. Lund

“the hot coals, taken from the altar and cast down to
earth, symbolize the judgments of God to be rained
down upon the wicked during the opening part of the
seventh seal” **
We have no way of conceiving what kind of a natural
calamity would destroy a third part of the sea life and of
all ships. Will it be a volcanic eruption of such
magnitude as to involve whole continents? (The
Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of
Man [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1982], 383.)

1 And when he had aopened the bseventh seal, there
was csilence in heaven about the space of half an hour.
2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and
to them were given seven atrumpets.
3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a
golden censer; and there was given unto him much aincense,
that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the
golden altar which was before the throne.
4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with
the aprayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the
angel’s hand.
5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the
altar, and acast it into the earth: and there were bvoices, and
thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.
6 And the seven angels which had the
seven atrumpets prepared themselves to sound.
7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail
and afire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the
earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green
grass was burnt up.
8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great
mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the
third part of the sea became ablood;
9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea,
and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were
destroyed.

It is my promise to you that increasing your faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ will bring you added strength
and greater hope. For you, the righteous, the Healer of
our souls, in His time and His way, will heal all your
wounds.32 No injustice, no persecution, no trial, no
sadness, no heartache, no suffering, no wound—
however deep, however wide, however painful—will
be excluded from the comfort, peace, and lasting hope
of Him whose open arms and whose wounded hands
will welcome us back into His presence.– Wounded
by Elder Neil L Anderson

D&C 77:12 Q. What are we to understand by the
sounding of the atrumpets, mentioned in the 8th
chapter of Revelation?A. We are to understand that as
God bmade the world in six days, and on the seventh
day he finished his work, and csanctified it, and also
formed man out of the ddust of the earth, even so, in
the beginning of the seventh thousand years will the
Lord God esanctify the earth, and complete the
salvation of man, and fjudge all things, and
shall gredeem all things, except that which he hath not
put into his power, when he shall have sealed all
things, unto the end of all things; and the sounding of
the trumpets of the seven angels are the preparing and
finishing of his work, in the beginning of the seventh
thousand years—the hpreparing of the way before the
time of his coming.
Exodus 9:22-26; Ezek 38:22

Exodus 7:19-25; D&C 88:99

Wormwood was a plant with an extremely bitter taste. *
“After showing John the woes that would befall
mankind before the Second Coming (Rev. 6:9–
17; 7; 8:1–13), the Lord by an angelic ministrant
promised three more woes, which were to attend and
usher in the reign of the Great King. (Rev. 8:13.) The
first of these was the unbelievably destructive series of
wars leading up to the final great holocaust. (Rev. 9:1–
12.) The second was the final great war itself in which
one-third of the hosts of men should be slain. (Rev.
9:12–21; 10; 11:1–14.) And now the third woe is to be
the destruction of the remainder of the wicked when the
vineyard is burned by divine power and the earth
changes from its telestial to its terrestrial state” **
Revelation 9:1 symbolically describes the final efforts of
Satan and his followers prior to the final destructions of
the wicked. Satan is depicted as a star fallen from
heaven (see also Isaiah 14:12–17; Revelation 12:9). *
The Apostle John saw that certain calamities preceding
the Second Coming would not affect all the earth or its
inhabitants, “but only those men which have not the seal
of God in their foreheads” (Revelation 9:4). This
corresponds with other scriptural promises that in the
last days, those who are faithful will ultimately be
protected (see 1 Nephi 22:17–19; D&C 115:5–6).
Though the Lord promises protection to the righteous in
the last days, the Prophet Joseph Smith clarified that
some who are righteous may lose their lives in the trials
and calamities of the last days: “[I] explained
concerning the coming of the Son of Man; also that it is
a false idea that the Saints will escape all the judgments,
whilst the wicked suffer; for all flesh is subject to suffer,
and ‘the righteous shall hardly escape’ [see D&C
63:34]; still many of the Saints will escape, for the just
shall live by faith [see Habakkuk 2:4]; yet many of the
righteous shall fall a prey to disease, to pestilence, etc.,
by reason of the weakness of the flesh, and yet be saved
in the Kingdom of God” (Teachings of Presidents of the
Church: Joseph Smith [2007], 253).

10 And the third angel sounded, and there afell a great star
from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the
third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters;
11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the
third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men
died of the waters, because they were made bitter.
12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the
sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third
part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened,
and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night
likewise.
13 And I beheld, and heard an aangel flying through the
midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, bWoe, woe, woe,
to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of
the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!
CHAPTER 9
John also sees the wars and plagues poured out during the
seventh seal and before the Lord comes.
1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from
heaven unto the earth;: aand to the angel him was given the
key of the bbottomless cpit.
2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke
out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun
and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.
3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth:
and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth
have power.
4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the
grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree;
but only those amen which have not the bseal of God in their
foreheads.
5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them,
but that they should be tormented five months: and their
torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a
man.
6 And in those days shall men seek adeath, and shall not find
it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.
7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses
prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it were
crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men.
8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth
were as the ateeth of lions.

D&C 88:100-101

Exodus 10:21-23; D&C 88:102

D&C 77:13 Q. When are the things to be
accomplished, which are written in the 9th chapter of
Revelation?A. They are to be accomplished after
the aopening of the seventh seal, bbefore the coming of
Christ.
D&C 88:103-104
The smoke in Revelation 9:2–3 is reminiscent of the
mists of darkness in Lehi’s vision of the tree of life
(see 1 Nephi 8:23; 12:17). The smoke that emerges
from the bottomless pit darkens the skies, similar to
how the mists of darkness in Lehi’s vision obscured
view of the tree of life. The smoke may allude to all of
Satan’s false philosophies, temptations, deceptions,
and attempts in the last days to destroy righteousness
upon the earth (see D&C 93:39). *
John used images familiar to him to describe war and
destruction in the last days. Locusts and scorpions are
often associated in the scriptures with torment and
destruction (see Exodus 10:14–15; 1 Kings 12:11).
Iron, horses, and chariots are images of warfare
(see Joshua 17:16; Ezekiel 39:20; Daniel 11:40).

John stated that “Abaddon” and “Apollyon” are names
(in Hebrew and Greek, respectively) for the angel of the
bottomless pit, or leader of the evil forces described
in Revelation 9:3–10. Both names come from terms
meaning “destruction.” *

John recorded in Revelation 9:15–16 that terrible
destruction will be unleashed by God’s messengers
during the last days before the Savior’s Second Coming.
John declared that “two hundred thousand thousand”
(200,000,000) men of war will fight in the battle of
Armageddon (verse 16). We do not know whether that
number is symbolic or literal. John also recorded that
“the third part of men” will be slain (verse 15). Of this
prophecy, Elder Bruce R. McConkie stated, “The slain
will be a third of the inhabitants of the earth itself,
however many billions of people that may turn out to
be” (Millennial Messiah, 453).

“sorceries” are translated from the word pharmakeia or
pharmakon which is translated as the use of medicine,
drugs or spells. – Bible Hub Concordance

9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron;
and the sound of their wings was as the asound of chariots of
many horses running to battle.
10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were
stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five
months.
11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the
bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name
Apollyon.
12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more
hereafter.
13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the
four horns of the golden altar which is before God,
14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose
the four angels which are bound ain the bottomless pit great
river Euphrates.
15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared
for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay
the third part of men.
16 And the anumber of the army of the horsemen were two
hundred thousand thousand;: and I saw heard the number of
them.
17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat
on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and
brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of
lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and
brimstone.
18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the
fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued
out of their mouths.
19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for
their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with
them they do hurt.
20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these
plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that
they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver,
and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see,
nor hear, nor walk:
21 Neither repented they of their amurders, nor of
their bsorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.
CHAPTER 10
John seals up many things relative to the last days—He is
commissioned to participate in the restoration of all things.

D&C 88:105

Mormon 1:19; Alma 1:19

A “mighty angel” delivered “a little book” to John, and
he “ate it up” (Revelation 10:1–2, 10), symbolizing his
mission to help “gather the tribes of Israel” as part of the
Restoration (D&C 77:14; see also D&C 7:1–3). Eating
the book may suggest that John accepted his mission: it
became a part of his being. *
According to John Whitmer’s account of a conference of
the Church in June 1831, “the Spirit of the Lord fell
upon Joseph in an unusual manner, and he prophesied
that John the Revelator was then among the Ten Tribes
of Israel who had been led away by Shalmaneser, king
of Assyria, to prepare them for their return from their
long dispersion, to again possess the land of their
fathers” (in History of the Church, 1:176).
We know from scripture that John is privileged to
continue his ministry on the earth until the Savior
returns (see John 21:22–23; D&C 7).

The angel told John that Jerusalem would be trodden
“under foot forty and two months” (Revelation 11:2).
Forty-two months is the equivalent of three and a half
years. Likewise, the two witnesses mentioned
in verse 3 would prophesy and testify of Jesus Christ for
1,260 days, or approximately three and a half years.
They would be slain, and their bodies would lie in the
street for three and a half days (see verses 8–11). In the
scriptures, particularly in Revelation, the number three
and a half often describes a limited period of tribulation
during which evil forces are allowed to do their work
(see Daniel 7:24–25; 12:7; Luke 4:25; Revelation 11:2–
3, 9–11; 12:14; 13:5). Since three and a half is half of
seven (which symbolizes perfection and completion), it
may represent imperfection and apostasy. It may also
suggest that God will not allow evil to go on unchecked:
evil’s time is bounded and its limits are set. *

1 And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven,
clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and
his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:
2 And he had in his hand a little abook open: and he set his
right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth,
3 And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and
when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.
4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I
was about to write;: and I heard a voice from heaven saying
unto me, Those things are sealed up Seal up those things
which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.
5 And the angel which I saw astand upon the sea and upon
the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,
6 And asware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who
created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth,
and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things
which are therein, that there should be btime no longer:
7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he
shall begin to sound, the amystery of God should be finished,
as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.
8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me
again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in
the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon
the earth.
9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the
little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it
shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet
as honey.
10 And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand,
and aate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and
as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.
11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy aagain before
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.

D&C 77:14 Q. What are we to understand by the little
book which was aeaten by John, as mentioned in
the 10th chapter of Revelation?A. We are to
understand that it was a mission, and an ordinance, for
him to bgather the tribes of Israel; behold, this is Elias,
who, as it is written, must come and crestore all things.
Elder Bruce R. McConkie described what the “seven
thunders” mentioned in Revelation 10:3–4 might
represent: “The seven thunders which here utter their
voices are the seven angels reciting in some detail that
which is to be in each of the thousand year periods of
the earth’s temporal continuance” **

CHAPTER 11
In the last days, two prophets will be slain in Jerusalem—
After 3½ days, they will be resurrected—Christ will reign
over all the earth.
1 And there was given me a areed like unto a rod: band the
angel stood, saying, Rise, and cmeasure the temple of God,
and the daltar, and them that worship therein.
2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and
measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the aholy
city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.

Close-up of a model of the Jerusalem temple.

The events in Revelation 11 will transpire prior to the
Savior’s coming to the Mount of Olives to deliver the
Jews from destruction (see Zechariah 14:4–7; D&C
45:47–53). The “two witnesses” (Revelation 11:3) are
“two prophets that are to be raised up to the Jewish
nation in the last days, at the time of the restoration, and
to prophesy to the Jews after they are gathered and have
built the city of Jerusalem in the land of their fathers”
(not necessarily Jewish themselves, as some have
maintained) (D&C 77:15; see also Isaiah 51:19–
20; Zechariah 4:3, 11–14). These two prophets appear to
possess the sealing power of the priesthood, with which
they (like prophets before them) are able to control the
skies and smite the earth with plagues (see 1 Kings
17:1; Helaman 10:6–11; Moses 7:13–17; Joseph Smith
Translation, Genesis 14:30–31 [in the Bible
appendix]). Elder Bruce R. McConkie stated, “No doubt
they will be members of the Council of the Twelve or
the First Presidency of the Church” *
This period is known as the second “woe” (See Rev
11:14)

3 And I will give apower unto my two bwitnesses, and they
shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days,
clothed in sackcloth.
4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks
standing before the God of the earth.
5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their
mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will
hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.
6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the
days of their prophecy: and have power over waters
to aturn them to blood, and to smite the earth with
all bplagues, as often as they will.
7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the
beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war
against them, and shall aovercome them, and bkill them.
8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great
city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where
also our Lord was acrucified.
9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and
nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half,
and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.
10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over
them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another;
because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the
earth.
11 And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from
God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and
great fear fell upon them which saw them.
12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto
them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a
cloud; and their enemies beheld them.
13 And the same hour was there a great aearthquake, and the
tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of
men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and
gave glory to the God of heaven.
14 The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe
cometh quickly.
15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great
voices in heaven, saying, The akingdoms of this world are
become the bkingdoms of our Lord, and of his cChrist; and he
shall dreign for ever and ever.
16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on
their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God,
17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God aAlmighty,
which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken
to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.

D&C 77: 15 Q. What is to be understood by the
two awitnesses, in the eleventh chapter of Revelation?
A. They are two prophets that are to be raised up to
the bJewish nation in the last days, at the time of
the crestoration, and to prophesy to the Jews after they
are gathered and have built the city of Jerusalem in
the dland of their fathers.

We are in the kingdom of God now which is
exclusively an ecclesiastical kingdom. This kingdom
is going to grow and increase, multiply and abound,
and nothing can stop it, until the day comes that it will
be both an ecclesiastical kingdom and a political
kingdom, and it will govern in all things—spiritual,
civil, temporal, and political. The kingdoms of this
world are going to become the kingdom of our God
and of his Christ. – Bruce R. McConkie Oct 1958

“As one studies the book, it becomes clear that there are
places in the chronological flow where the Lord pauses
to teach us important information before moving on. A
teacher may do this as he moves through a lecture,
pausing in his logical development to say, ‘Now, before
we go further, I need to make sure you understand
something.’ Such teaching interludes seem to apply to
John’s vision. For example: The ‘kingdoms’ interlude.
(Rev. 12–14.) This is the longest and perhaps the most
difficult interlude to understand. The three chapters
seem to comprise an overview of mankind’s history
from the premortal existence to the Second Coming, as
it pertains to the kingdoms of the Lamb (Jesus Christ)
and the dragon (Satan). When John hears that the
kingdoms of the world are to become the kingdoms of
Christ (see 11:15), it is as though the Lord stops to teach
more about these two different classes of kingdoms. *
The woman represents the “church of God” and that the
child she gives birth to is the “kingdom of our God and
his Christ” (Joseph Smith Translation, Revelation
12:7 [in the Bible appendix]). The Church of God is at
this time an ecclesiastical organization only, but when
the Savior comes again and makes “a full end of all
nations” (D&C 87:6), the kingdom of God will also
have political jurisdiction over all people on the earth.
“The purpose of the Church is to prepare its members to
live forever in the celestial kingdom or kingdom of
heaven. … During the Millennium, the kingdom of God
will be both political and ecclesiastical” (Guide to the
Scriptures, “Kingdom of God or Kingdom of
Heaven”; scriptures.lds.org). *

18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and
the time of the dead, that they should be ajudged, and that
thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets,
and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and
great; and shouldest destroy them which bdestroy the earth.
19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there
was seen in his temple the aark of his testament: and there
were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an
earthquake, and great bhail.

Not doctrine but most people find this very
interesting as it relates to Revelation 12

CHAPTER 12
John sees the imminent apostasy of the Church—He also
sees the War in Heaven in the beginning when Satan was
cast out—He sees the continuation of that war on earth.
1 aAnd there appeared a great sign wonder in heaven, in the
likeness of things on the earth; a bwoman clothed with the
sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown
of twelve stars.:
2 And the woman she being with achild, cried, travailing in
birth, and pained to be delivered.
35 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all
nations with a arod of iron: and her child was caught up unto
God, and to his throne.
43 And there appeared another sign wonder in heaven; and
behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns,
and seven crowns upon his heads.
4 And his tail drew the athird part of the stars of heaven, and
did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the
woman which was ready to be delivered, ready to devour her
child after for to devour her child as soon as it was born.
56 And the awoman fled into the wilderness, where she had
hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there
a thousand two hundred and threescore years days.
67 And there was awar in heaven: bMichael and
his cangels fought against the dragon; and the ddragon fought
and his angels fought against Michael;,
78 And the dragon prevailed not against Michael,; neither
the child, nor the woman which was the church of God, who
had been delivered of her pains, and brought forth the
kingdom of our God and his Christ.was their place found
any more in aheaven.
89 Neither was there place found in heaven for And the great
dragon, who was acast out;, that old serpent, called
the bDevil, and also called Satan, which deceiveth the whole

https://youtu.be/MFwwgYbdlRA

These verses in Revelation 12 are a parenthetical
reference to the War in Heaven. The dragon is a
representation of Satan, who with his followers waged
the War in Heaven against Heavenly Father and His
faithful children (see D&C 29:36–38; Moses 4:1–4).
“The third part of the stars of heaven” (Revelation
12:4) are that portion of the hosts of heaven who
followed Satan in the premortal war in heaven and
were cast out (see Isaiah 14:12–17; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude
1:6; D&C 29:37; Abraham 3:27–28).
The woman fleeing into the wilderness is symbolic of
Satan driving the ancient Church into the period of the
Great Apostasy, when the authority of the priesthood
was taken from the earth following the deaths of Jesus
Christ and His Apostles (see D&C 86:1–3). The
Joseph Smith Translation of Revelation 12:6 changes
the term “days” to “years”.

The name-title “Satan” comes from a Hebrew verb
meaning “to accuse,” “to slander,” or “to be an
adversary.” Thus, the title “accuser” (Revelation 12:10)
reflects Satan’s efforts as the adversary of the human
family, charging people with sin.*
We learn in the book of Revelation that during the war
in heaven, those who overcame Satan and his followers
did so "by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of
their testimony" (see Rev. 12:7-11). A testimony was an
invaluable weapon in the war in heaven, and it is an
indispensable weapon here on earth. Spencer J Condie
("Agency: The Gift of Choices," Ensign, Sept. 1995, 22)

As recorded in Revelation 12:17, the remnant of the
woman’s seed that Satan and his followers war against
includes the latter-day Church restored through the
Prophet Joseph Smith (see Revelation 13:7; 1 Nephi
14:12–14; D&C 76:28–29). Satan wages his fiercest
battles against the Saints of the true and living Church. *

world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were
cast out with him.
910 And I heard a loud avoice saying in heaven, Now is
come salvation, and bstrength, and the kingdom of our God,
and the cpower of his Christ;:
10 for the daccuser of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night.
11 For they have overcome And they aovercame him by the
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their btestimony; for
and they loved not their own lives but kept the testimony
even unto cdeath..
12 Therefore rejoice, O ye heavens, and ye that dwell in
them. 12 And after these things I heard another voice saying,
Woe to the inhabiters of the earth, yea, and they who dwell
upon the islands of the sea! for the devil is come down unto
you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath
but a short time.
13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth,
he apersecuted the woman which brought forth the
man child.
14 Therefore, And to the woman were given two wings of a
great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her
place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half
a time, from the face of the serpent.
15 And the serpent casteth out of his mouth water as a flood
after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away
of the flood.
16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened
her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon
casteth out of his mouth.
17 Therefore, And the adragon was wroth with the woman,
and went to make bwar with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Christ.
CHAPTER 13
John sees fierce-looking beasts that represent degenerate
earthly kingdoms controlled by Satan—The devil works
miracles and deceives men.
1 aAnd I saw another sign, in the likeness of the kingdoms of
the earth; stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast
rise up out of the bsea, and he stood upon the sand of the sea,
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten
crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

Revelation 13:8; 1 Peter 1:18–20; Mosiah 3:13
Mosiah 4:7; D&C 93:38
Revelation 2:10, 13; 6:9–11; 11:7; 16:6; 17:6; 20:4

John sees a beast “in the likeness of the kingdoms of
the earth” (JST, Rev. 13:1) come from the sea. He is
shown that Satan has power over earthly kingdoms
(the political aspects of his kingdom) and that this
beast made war with the Saints and overcame them,
referring to the events of the Great Apostasy. (Rev.
13:1–10.) †

The beast’s many heads, crowns, and horns suggest
many different kingdoms and rulers with great power.
The Prophet Joseph Smith (1805–44) taught: “When
God made use of the figure of a beast in visions to the
prophets He did it to represent those kingdoms which
had degenerated and become corrupt, savage and beastlike in their dispositions, even the degenerate kingdoms
of the wicked world” (in History of the Church, 5:341).
*
Satan and those who uphold his work will be at war
against the Saints of God (see also 1 Nephi 14:12–
14). President Ezra Taft Benson (1899–1994) taught:
“Satan is waging war against the members of the Church
who have testimonies and are trying to keep the
commandments. And while many of our members are
remaining faithful and strong, some are wavering. Some
are falling. Some are fulfilling John’s prophecy that in
the war with Satan, some Saints would be overcome.
(See Rev. 13:7.)” (“The Power of the
Word,” Ensign, May 1986, 79). *

John sees another beast, one that exercises great evil
through religious power (the ecclesiastical aspects of
his kingdom). The followers of this beast are sealed in
their foreheads to mark their allegiance. Satan works
many miracles and deceives much of mankind. †
Revelation 13:11 tells of a second beast that John saw;
he later identified this beast as “the false prophet”
(Revelation 19:20). This second beast “had two horns
like a lamb” but “spake as a dragon” (Revelation
13:11). This description suggests that the second beast
will seek to appear to represent Christ while actually
teaching the false doctrines of Satan. The description of
the second beast is also reminiscent of the Savior’s
warning to “beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves” (Matthew 7:15). *

2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his
feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of
a lion: and the dragon gave him his apower, and his seat, and
great authority.
3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death;
and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world
wondered after the beast.
4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto
the abeast: and they bworshipped the beast, saying,
Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with
him?
5 And there was given unto him a amouth speaking great
things and bblasphemies; and power was given unto him to
continue forty and two months.
6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to
blaspheme his aname, and his tabernacle, and them that
dwell in heaven.
7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints,
and to overcome them: and apower was given him over all
kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose
names are not written in the abook of life of the bLamb slain
from the cfoundation of the world.
9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.
10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he
that akilleth with the sword must be killed with the sword.
Here is the bpatience and the faith of the csaints.
11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth;
and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.
12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before
him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to
worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.
13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come
down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,
14 And adeceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means
of those bmiracles which he had power to do in the sight of
the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they
should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by
a sword, and did live.
15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and
cause that as many as would not worship the image of the
beast should be killed.
16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor,
free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in
their foreheads:

“the book of life, or Lamb’s book of Life, is the
record kept in heaven which contains the names of the
faithful and an account of their righteous covenants
and deeds. (D. & C. 128:6–7; Ps. 69:28; Rev.
3:5; 21:27.)”*
Mosiah 3:19

Seven typically represents completeness or perfection.
Six, being one short of seven, can denote something
incomplete or flawed in God’s eyes, and it can be
associated with God’s enemies.—1 Chronicles
20:6; Daniel 3:1. The Bible sometimes stresses a
matter by stating it three times. (Revelation 4:8; 8:13)
So the name 666 powerfully emphasizes that God
views human political systems as gross failures. They
have been unable to bring lasting peace and
security—things that only God’s Kingdom will
achieve.

17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the
mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.
18 Here is awisdom. Let him that hath understanding count
the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and
his number is Six hundred threescore and six.
In contrast to the depictions of Satan’s widespread
influence and power discussed chapter 14 offers hope.
The opening verses of describe a group who have the
“Father’s name written in their foreheads; they are clean
and chaste, “follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth,”
and are redeemed from among men (verse 4); and they
are honest and “without fault” before God (verse 5).
Through the Prophet Joseph Smith, the Lord revealed
that the 144,000 “are high priests, ordained unto the
holy order of God, to administer the everlasting gospel;
for they are they who are ordained out of every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people, by the angels to whom is
given power over the nations of the earth, to bring as
many as will come to the church of the Firstborn”
(D&C 77:11). The song that is sung by the 144,000 may
be the same song that is recorded in D&C 84:98–102.*
John the Revelator’s vision of “another angel [flying]
in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth,” foretold the
mission of the angel Moroni and the Book of Mormon.
– Russel M Nelson October 2013 (see D&C 133:36-39.
John saw three angels, each proclaiming a message to
the earth’s inhabitants. The first angel brought “the
everlasting gospel” to the nations of the earth
(Revelation 14:6). Many latter-day prophets have
taught that the angel represents Moroni (see D&C
27:5; 133:36–39). The angel may also represent a
composite of the many heavenly messengers, including
Moroni, who have assisted in the latter-day Restoration
of the gospel. Elder Bruce R. McConkie pointed out:
“The angel Moroni brought the message, that is, the
word; but other angels brought the keys and priesthood,
the power” *
The figure of Moroni, atop many of our temples, is a
constant reminder of the vision of John the Revelator
[Rev 14:6-7] and “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is
come” – Gordon B Hinkley Oct 1997

CHAPTER 14
The Lamb will stand upon Mount Zion—The gospel will be
restored in the last days by angelic ministry—The Son of
Man will harvest the earth.
1 And I looked, and, lo, a aLamb stood on the mount bSion,
and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his
Father’s cname written in their foreheads.
2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many
waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the
voice of harpers harping with their harps:
3 And they sung as it were a new asong before the throne,
and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could
learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand,
which were redeemed from the earth.
4 These are they which were not defiled with awomen; for
they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb
whithersoever he goeth. These were bredeemed from among
men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.
5 And in their mouth was found no aguile: for they are
without fault before the throne of God.
6 And I saw another aangel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the beverlasting cgospel to dpreach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every enation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people,
7 Saying with a loud voice, aFear God, and give glory to
him; for the hour of his bjudgment is come:
and cworship dhim that made eheaven, and earth, and the sea,
and the fountains of waters.
8 And there followed another angel,
saying, aBabylon is bfallen, is fallen, that great ccity, because
she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of
her dfornication.
9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud
voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is apoured out without mixture into the cup of
his bindignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and

The first angel announced that “the hour of his
judgment is come”—a fitting message for a world that
has been worshipping the beast (Revelation 14:7). This
message prepares the reader for the second angel,
whose message is that “Babylon is fallen,” which
means that wickedness will end (Revelation 14:8).
Babylon’s sin is described as “fornication,” meaning
that the wicked of the world have been unfaithful in
their relationship with God, placing their affections and
loyalties on false gods (Revelation 14:8) and inducing
others to follow this manner of living. To “drink of the
wine” of this sin implies internalizing Babylon’s evil
ways (Revelation 14:8). Because of the impending fall
of Babylon in the last days, the Lord has warned the
Latter-day Saints to “go ye out from Babylon” (D&C
133:5), meaning that we must flee the wickedness of
the world (see D&C 133:14). The third angel described
the judgments to come upon those who worship the
beast and receive his mark (see Revelation 14:9). They
will receive God’s punishing anger, described as
drinking “the wrath of God … without mixture,” or
without dilution (Revelation 14:10). Other scriptures
teach that God’s wrath is poured out only when all
other efforts fail to persuade men to repent (see D&C
43:25–26; 88:88–90).*

John heard a voice saying, “Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord” (Revelation 14:13). This suggests that
although the Lord’s people generally will be protected
from many of the judgments to come (see Revelation
9:4; 1 Nephi 22:17–19), some righteous individuals
will die in the calamities and tribulations of the last
days. Nevertheless, to those who are righteous, death is
associated with peace and joy—they “rest from their
labours; and their works do follow them” (Revelation
14:13; see also Alma 40:11–12; 46:39, 41; D&C
42:46).*

Rev 15 appears to describe what the righteous—
gathered in the first harvest—will experience,
whereas Revelation 16 seems to describe what the
wicked—gathered in the second harvest—will
experience.

brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the
presence of the Lamb:
11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and
ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the
beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of
his name.
12 Here is the apatience of the saints: here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me,
Write, aBlessed are the bdead which cdie in the Lord from
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may drest from
their labours; and their works do follow them.
14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the
cloud one sat like unto the aSon of man, having on his head a
golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.
15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a
loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, aThrust in thy sickle,
and breap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for
the charvest of the earth is dripe.
16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the
earth; and the earth was reaped.
17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in
heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.
18 And another angel came out from the altar, which had
power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the
sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather
the clusters of the avine of the earth; for her grapes are fully
ripe.
19 And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and
gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the
great awinepress of the wrath of God.
20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and
blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horses’
bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.

When will Babylon fall? We have already set forth that
which is known about the seven last plagues and shown
that they will take place in the beginning of the seventh
thousand years. (The Millennial Messiah: The Second
Coming of the Son of Man [Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book Co., 1982], 436.)

John described two harvests in Revelation 14:14–20,
which are reminiscent of those described in the parable
of the wheat and the tares (see Matthew 13:24–30, 36–
43; D&C 86:1–7). The first harvest gathers out the
righteous from the wicked (see Revelation 14:14–
16; D&C 33:2–6). This gathering began when the
gospel was restored in the latter days and will continue
into the Millennium. The second gathering
(see Revelation 14:17–20) represents God’s judgments
upon the wicked and the destruction that will come
upon them when they, like grapes on the vine, are fully
ripe in iniquity and are trodden in the “winepress of the
wrath of God” (Revelation 14:19; see also Isaiah 63:3–
4; D&C 88:106; 133:46–51).

CHAPTER 15
Exalted Saints praise God in celestial glory forever.
1 And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous,
seven angels having the seven last aplagues; for in them is
filled up the wrath of God.
2 And I saw as it were a asea of bglass mingled with fire: and
them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his
image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name,
stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.

John saw that the righteous would stand upon “a sea of
glass mingled with fire”. The sea of glass represents the
celestialized earth, where the righteous will reside in the
presence of God (see Rev 4:6; D&C 77:1; 130:6–9).

“The song of Moses” was sung by the children of Israel
following their deliverance from Egyptian bondage
(see Exodus 15:1–18). Revelation 15:3 tells us that the
song of Moses will be sung again by those who inherit
the celestial kingdom in celebration of the Lamb of God
delivering them from the bondage of sin. *

Chapters 15 and 16 work together. In Revelation
15:1, 7 John learned of seven destructive plagues that
are to be poured out upon the
wicked. Revelation 16 describes these seven plagues.
The repeated use of the number seven may suggest that
the plagues represent the completion of God’s judgment
against the wicked in the last days: “For in [the seven
last plagues] is filled up the wrath of God” (Revelation
15:1).

3 And they asing the song of Moses the servant of God, and
the song of the Lamb, saying, bGreat and marvellous are thy
works, Lord God Almighty; cjust and true are thy ways, thou
King of dsaints.
4 Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy aname?
for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship
before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.
5 And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the
tabernacle of the atestimony in heaven was opened:
6 And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the
seven aplagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having
their breasts girded with golden girdles.
7 And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels
seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for
ever and ever.
8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of
God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into
the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were
fulfilled.
CHAPTER 16
God pours out plagues upon the wicked—The nations
assemble for Armageddon—Christ comes, islands flee, and
mountains cease.
1 And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the
seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the
wrath of God upon the earth.
2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth;
and there fell a anoisome and grievous sore upon the men
which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which
worshipped his image.
3 And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and
it became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul
died in the sea.
4 And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and
fountains of waters; and they became blood.
5 And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art
righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because
thou hast ajudged thus.
6 For they have ashed the bblood of saints and prophets, and
thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are cworthy.
7 And I heard another angel who came out from of the altar
saying, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and
righteous are thy judgments.

John saw that the righteous would gain “victory over the
beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over
the number of his name”—in short, over all of Satan’s
evils and deceptions (Revelation 15:2). Revelation 15:2–
4 illustrates a major theme in the book of Revelation:
“There will be an eventual triumph on this earth of God
over the devil; a permanent victory of good over evil, of
the Saints over their persecutors, of the kingdom of God
over the kingdoms of men and of Satan. …“Such is the
theme of the Revelation. … If we fail to catch a glimpse
of the theme, we fail in our comprehension [of the
book], no matter how many details we are able to
understand” (Bible Dictionary, “Revelation of John”).

Compare to the plagues of Egypt

Exodus 9:8-12; Zechariah 14:12; D&C 29:19

Exodus 7:19-21

2 Nephi 26:3; 3 Nephi 9:5–11; 2 Kings 9:7; Luke 11:50–
51; Revelation 18:24; Alma 37:30; 3 Nephi 10:12; D&C
136:36

“To defile one’s garments [of the holy priesthood] is to
disobey the Lord’s law, and to keep one’s garments
(Rev. 16:15) is to keep the commandments and qualify
for the robes of righteousness that clothe celestial
beings” (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, 3:454–
55; see Revelation 3:3–5).
“We are informed that the Lord ‘shall command the
great deep, and it shall be driven back into the north
country, and the islands shall become one land; and the
land of Jerusalem and the land of Zion shall be turned
back into their own place, and the earth shall be like as it
was in the days before it was divided.’ (Gen. 10:25.) …
The sea is to be driven back into the north. The land is to
be brought back as it was originally and the lands of
Zion (America) and Jerusalem (Palestine and all the land
pertaining unto it) will be restored to their own place as
they were in the beginning.” (Joseph Fielding Smith Church History and Modern Revelation, 2 vols.
[1953], 1:264; see Isaiah 40:4; 64:1; D&C 133:22–24,
40, 44).

8 And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and
power was given unto him to scorch men with fire.
9 And men were scorched with great heat,
and ablasphemed the name of God, which hath power over
these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.
10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of
the beast; and his kingdom was full of adarkness; and they
gnawed their tongues for pain,
11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of
their apains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.
12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great
river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the
way of the kings of the east might be prepared.
13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and
out of the mouth of the afalse prophet.
14 For they are the aspirits of bdevils,
working cmiracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth
and of the whole world, to gather them to the dbattle of that
great day of God Almighty.
15 Behold, I come as a athief. Blessed is he that bwatcheth,
and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see
his shame.
16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the
Hebrew tongue aArmageddon.
17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and
there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from
the throne, saying, It is done.
18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and
there was a great aearthquake, such as was not since men
were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.
19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the
cities of the nations fell: and great aBabylon came in
remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the
wine of the fierceness of his bwrath.
20 And every island fled away, and the amountains were not
found.
21 And there fell upon men a great ahail out of heaven, every
stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God
because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was
exceeding great.
CHAPTER 17
John is shown that Babylon the great, the mother of harlots
and abominations, has become established throughout the
earth.

Ezek. 38–39; Joel 3:12–14; Zech. 12–14

Temple Reference
Matthew 24:42–25:13; 26:41; D&C 45:44; 133:10–11

“The name Armageddon is derived from the
Hebrew Har Megiddon, meaning the ‘mountain of
Megiddo.’ The valley of Megiddo is in the western
portion of the plain of Esdraelon, fifty miles (eighty
kilometers) north of Jerusalem, and is the site of several
crucial battles in Old Testament times. A great and final
conflict that will take place near the time of the second
coming of the Lord is called the battle of Armageddon
because it will begin in the same locale. (See Ezek.
39:11; Zech. 12–14, especially 12:11; Rev. 16:14–21.)”
(Guide to the Scriptures, “Armageddon”). The battle
that will begin at Har Megiddo will spread to Jerusalem.

Chapters 17–18 depict Babylon as a “whore” holding a
cup “full of abominations and filthiness” and as the
“mother of harlots” (Revelation 17:1, 4, 5). In this sense,
Babylon is the antitype of the righteous bride that
represents the Church (see Revelation 19:7–8) and the
antithesis of Zion as “the pure in heart” (D&C 97:21).
John’s vision of Babylon parallels much of Nephi’s
vision of the great and abominable church (see 1 Nephi
13:4–9, 26–29; 14:3–17; 22:13–16, 18).*

Scholars have historically interpreted the beast with
seven heads as an allusion to the city of Rome because
Rome was founded upon seven hills, as well as a
reference to a number of Roman emperors in the first
century A.D. Though these are possible meanings, a
broader interpretation may be that Rome represented a
seat of corruption in John’s day. As such, this worldly
city may be likened to similar centers of corruption in all
eras.
The terms used to describe the woman who rode upon
the beast attest to the great political and destructive
power she will have over nations and kingdoms and
people. John described the woman as “the great whore
that sitteth upon many waters” (Revelation 17:1; see
also 1 Nephi 14:10–13); she commits fornication with
kings and inhabitants of the earth (see verse 2); her
clothing depicts power and wealth (see verse 4); she is
the “mother of harlots,” which indicates that she gives
birth to other prostitutions—organizations, governments,
and ideologies that spew forth wickedness (verse 5).
John recorded that he was astonished at the greatness of
the woman’s wickedness (see verse 6, footnote c).
Nevertheless, in the end she will be overthrown by those
she formerly ruled over (see verse 16; 1 Nephi 22:13). *
John saw that the beast “was, and is not” (Revelation
17:8). He also saw a vision of “seven kings: five are
fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and
when he cometh, he must continue a short space”
(Revelation 17:10). John’s language suggests that the
wickedness of the world will be temporary.*
"The allusion to seven hills best fits Rome, which was
called the city of seven hills and certainly manifested the
spirit of the great beast in John's day. However, Rome
itself stands as a symbol of the archetypal Babylon. As
the number for completeness, seven not only symbolizes
the power exercised by Rome in John's day, but it also
denotes the political powers of the latter days." (Richard
D. Draper, Opening the Seven Seals: The Visions of
John the Revelator [Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co.,
1991], 193.)

1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the
seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come
hither; I will shew unto thee the ajudgment of the
great bwhore that sitteth upon many cwaters:
2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed
fornication, and the ainhabitants of the earth have been made
drunk with the wine of her bfornication.
3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and
I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full
of anames of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour,
and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having
a golden cup in her hand afull of abominations
and bfilthiness of her fornication:
5 And upon her forehead was a name
written, aMYSTERY, bBABYLON THE GREAT,
THE cMOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS
OF THE EARTH.
6 And I saw the woman drunken with the ablood of the
saints, and with the blood of the bmartyrs of Jesus: and when
I saw her, I wondered with great cadmiration.
7 And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel?
I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast
that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.
8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall
ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into aperdition: and
they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were
not written in the bbook of life from the foundation of the
world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and
yet is.
9 And here is the amind which hath wisdom. The seven
heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.
10 And there are seven akings: five are fallen, and one
is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he
must continue a short space.
11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth,
and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.
12 And the ten ahorns which thou sawest are ten kings,
which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power
as kings one hour with the beast.
13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and
strength unto the beast.
14 These shall make awar with the Lamb, and the Lamb
shall overcome them: for he is bLord of lords, and cKing of

In Revelation 17:2–6, John described Babylon as a
harlot clothed in fine, jeweled apparel and drunken with
blood. One possible meaning of John’s description in
these verses is that in the last days, a lifestyle of sexual
immorality, wealth, and violence would permeate the
world (see also 1 Nephi 13:5–9). Institutions,
governments, and people who embrace this lifestyle can
be seen as part of Babylon. *

We should here observe that Armageddon is a holy war.
In it men will blaspheme God. They will be in rebellion
against Jehovah. The armies that face each other will
have opposing philosophies of life. It will be religious
instincts that cause them to assemble to the battle. And
the plagues poured out upon them will not cause them to
repent... There will be political overtones, of course.
Wars are fought by nations, which are political entities.
But the underlying causes and the moving power in the
hearts of men will be their views on religious issues.
The grand desideratum will be whether they are for
Christ and his gospel or against him and his cause. (The
Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of
Man Bruce R. McConkie

kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and
faithful.
15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest,
where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and
nations, and tongues.
16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast,
these shall hate the awhore, and shall make her desolate and
naked, and shall eat her flesh, and bburn her with fire.
17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to
agree, and agive their kingdom unto the beast, until
the bwords of God are shall be fulfilled.
18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great acity,
which reigneth over the kings of the earth.

"It appears in Revelation that while the symbol of the
unvirtuous woman represents false religion, the beasts,
the image of the beast, and its horns represent other
aspects of the devil's kingdom. The 'Mother of Harlots'
cannot represent kingdoms or governments-the beast
and its horns do that (see Rev. 17:12; also JST Rev.
13:1)-but she can represent the false beliefs and
ideologies that often capture and motivate governments.
The same evil genius, Satan the old dragon, is behind
both, but the beast and the harlot symbolize separate
entities with separate functions in the evil empire."
(Stephen E. Robinson, "Warring against the Saints of
God," Ensign, Jan 1988, 34-36)

CHAPTER 18
The Saints are called out of Babylon lest they partake of her
sins—She falls and is lamented by her supporters.

John used phrases such as “waxed rich” and “lived
deliciously” (Revelation 18:3, 7, 9) to highlight the lust
for wealth and lavish possessions that define Babylon.
These riches will be destroyed, and those who have
placed their hearts upon them will lament
(see Revelation 18:8–19; 2 Nephi 9:30; D&C 56:16).*
John heard a voice from heaven proclaiming that
Babylon’s “sins have reached unto heaven, and God
hath remembered her iniquities” (Revelation 18:5).
Some people might think their iniquities are hidden, but
these verses are a reminder that sins do not go
undetected by God, though their consequences may not
all come immediately. The voice also declared that
Babylon would receive the consequences of her works
and would be punished doubly, reminiscent of
terminology used in the law of Moses (see Revelation
18:6; see also Exodus 22:4, 7, 9).*

1 And after these things I saw another angel come down
from heaven, having great power; and the earth
was alightened with his glory.
2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice,
saying, aBabylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become
the habitation of devils, and the bhold of every foul spirit,
and a ccage of every unclean and hateful bird.
3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of
her afornication, and the kings of the earth have
committed bfornication with her, and the merchants of the
earth are waxed rich through the cabundance of her
delicacies.
4 And I heard another voice from heaven,
saying, aCome bout of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her csins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.
5 For her asins have reached unto heaven, and God hath
remembered her iniquities.
6 aReward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto
her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath
filled fill to her double.
7 How much she hath glorified herself, and
lived adeliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for
she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and
shall see no sorrow.
8 Therefore shall her aplagues come in one day, death, and
mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly bburned with
fire: for strong is the Lord God who cjudgeth her.

"This angel is so brilliant that the very earth is
illuminated by his presence. In fact, this angel's glory is
like that of Christ, who will yet return: 'And, behold, the
glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east:
and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the
earth shined with his glory' (Ezek. 43:2). 'For as the
[light[e]ning [of the sun] cometh out of the east, and
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be' (Matt. 24:27)." (Donald W. Parry and
Jay A. Parry, Understanding the Signs of the Times [Salt
Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1999], 307.)

The list of merchandise sold in Babylon reveals a
startling truth: people sell not only gold, precious stones,
fine textiles, and many other luxury items, but even
“slaves, and souls of men” (Revelation 18:13). This
refers primarily to the abominable practice of human
trafficking but can also be seen as a reference to the
spiritually enslaving consequences of materialism and
other evils (see 2 Nephi 26:10). It may also describe
corrupt religious practitioners who present themselves as
ministering to people’s souls while seeking above all to
profit financially; in this sense, they traffic in the “souls
of men.” Moroni recorded that in the last days “there
shall be churches built up that shall say: Come unto me,
and for your money you shall be forgiven of your sins”
(Mormon 8:32). In contrast, the gospel of Jesus Christ
offers spiritual nourishment “without money and
without price” (Isaiah 55:1; 2 Nephi 26:25; Alma 1:20).
*

9 And the kings of the earth, who have committed
fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall abewail her,
and lament for her, when they shall see the bsmoke of her
burning,
10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas,
alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one
hour is thy judgment come.
11 And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn
over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more:
12 The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones,
and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and
scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory,
and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass,
and iron, and marble,
13 And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and
frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat,
and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and aslaves,
and souls of men.
14 And the fruits that thy soul alusted after are departed from
thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are
departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all.
15 The merchants of these things, which were made rich by
her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping
and wailing,
16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in
fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and
precious stones, and pearls!
17 For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And
every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors,
and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off,
18 And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning,
saying, What city is like unto this great city!
19 And they cast adust on their heads, and cried, weeping
and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were
made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her
costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.
20 Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and
prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.
21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone,
and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that
great city aBabylon be thrown down, and shall be found no
more at all.
22 And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers,
and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no
craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any

In this setting we hear a great dirge; mournful sounds fill
the air; the kings and merchants and great ones of the
earth lament and weep over the fall of all those things in
which they trusted. "And the kings of the earth, who
have committed fornication and lived deliciously with
her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall
see the smoke of her burning, Standing afar off for the
fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city
Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy
judgment come." When the religions of men and of
devils fail; when the churches of men and of devils are
shown forth for what they are; when the ways of men
and of devils come to naught-then, oh then, what
howling and lamentation shall arise from ten thousand
times ten thousand throats! (The Millennial Messiah:
The Second Coming of the Son of Man [Salt Lake City:
Deseret Book Co., 1982], 444.) Bruce R. McConkie

John recorded that in Babylon “was found the blood of
prophets, and of saints” (Revelation 18:24), meaning
that those who uphold Babylon are to blame for the
martyrdom of prophets and Saints throughout earth’s
history. At the Second Coming, Babylon and its
inhabitants will be recompensed for their evil works
(see Revelation 18:6; D&C 1:10), for the blood of the
martyrs will stand as a testimony against those who have
slain them (see Revelation 6:10; 16:6; 18:24; D&C
109:49). A similar time of judgment was recorded
in 3 Nephi 8–9, when whole cities were destroyed “that
the blood of the prophets and the saints shall not come
any more unto me against them” (3 Nephi 9:5; see
also verses 7–9, 11; Alma 14:11; Revelation 19:2;
the commentary for Revelation 16:6).*

Israel’s covenant relationship with God is symbolically
portrayed in the scriptures as a marriage covenant (for
example, see Isaiah 54; Jeremiah 31; Ezekiel 16 23;
Hosea 2; Matthew 23). Marriage is the relationship that
requires the most fidelity, sacrifice, commitment, and
long-suffering of all relationships. The “marriage supper
of the Lamb” is a symbolic reference to the Second
Coming of Jesus Christ.
John saw that the Lamb’s bride was clothed “in fine
linen” made “clean and white” through the Atonement
(Revelation 19:8; see also 7:14; 19:14). This imagery of
a bride dressed in white presents a stark contrast to the
harlot in extravagant apparel described earlier in
Revelation, who symbolized spiritual Babylon
(see 17:3–6; 18:16).
Only the righteous will be called to “the marriage
supper.” The Prophet Joseph Smith (1805–44) taught:
“Those who keep the commandments of the Lord and
walk in His statutes to the end, are the only individuals
permitted to sit at this glorious feast. … Reflect for a
moment, brethren [and sisters], and enquire, whether
you would consider yourselves worthy [of] a seat at the
marriage feast” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church:
Joseph Smith [2007], 165–66; see also Matthew 22:2–
14; D&C 58:8–11; 65:3).*

more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no
more at all in thee;
23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in
thee; and the avoice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall
be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the
great men of the earth; for by thy bsorceries were all nations
deceived.
24 And in her was found the ablood of prophets, and of
saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.
CHAPTER 19
The marriage supper of the Lamb is made ready—The
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy—Christ is King
of Kings and Lord of Lords.
1 And after these things I heard a great voice of much people
in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and
honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:
2 For true and righteous are his ajudgments;: for he
hath bjudged the great cwhore, which did corrupt the earth
with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his saints
servants at her hand.
3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her asmoke rose up for
ever and ever.
4 And the four and twenty elders and the four abeasts fell
down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying,
Amen; Alleluia.
5 And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our
God, all ye his saints servants, and ye that fear him, both
small and great.
6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and
as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the
Lord aGod bomnipotent reigneth.
7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for
the amarriage of the bLamb is come, and his wife hath made
herself ready.
8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and white: for the fine alinen is
the brighteousness of saints.
9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are
called unto the amarriage bsupper of the cLamb. And he saith
unto me, These are the true sayings of God.
10 And I afell at his feet to bworship him. And he said unto
me, See that thou do it not;: I am thy cfellowservant, and of

In his vision of the Second Coming, John saw the Savior
riding “a white horse” (Revelation 19:11). The white
horse is symbolic of conquest and victory, as horses
were used almost exclusively for war in John’s time.
John also saw that the Savior would return to earth
wearing “a vesture dipped in blood,” meaning that His
garments will be the color of blood.
The red apparel may … symbolize the destruction of the
wicked at the Lord’s coming (see Isaiah 63:1–4; D&C
133:46–51). When Jesus comes again to the earth, He
will bring justice against the wicked (see Revelation
19:11).*

Vesture, A garment; a robe. See vest
John saw the ultimate destruction of the wicked when
their slain bodies would be eaten by carrion birds
(Revelation 19:17–18, 21; see also D&C 29:18–20).
Ezekiel prophesied of this same destruction (Ezekiel
39:17–22). This dreadful “supper of the great God”
(Revelation 19:17) stands in stark contrast to the joyful
“marriage supper of the Lamb” (Revelation 19:7–9),
vividly highlighting that the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ will be a very different experience for the wicked
than for the righteous.*
“Those with refined senses find it difficult to conceive
of the desolation, destruction, and death that will prevail
during the final great battles ushering in Christ’s reign
of peace. So great shall be the slaughter and mass
murder, the carnage and gore, the butchery and violent
death of warring men, that their decaying bodies ‘shall
stop the noses of the passengers’ [Ezekiel 39:11], and it
shall be a task of mammoth proportions merely to
dispose of them”**

thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus;: worship God;:
for the dtestimony of Jesus is the spirit of eprophecy.
11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and
he that sat upon him is was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he doth ajudge and make bwar.
12 His aeyes were as a flame of fire;, and he had on his
head were many crowns; and he had a bname written, that no
man knew, but he himself.
13 And he is was aclothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
and his bname is called The cWord of God.
14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon
white horses, aclothed in fine linen, white and clean.
15 aAnd out of his mouth proceedeth the word of God goeth
a sharp sword, that with it he will should smite the nations;:
and he will shall brule them with the word of his mouth; a
rod of iron: and he treadeth the cwine-press in of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
16 And he hath on his vesture, and on his thigh a name
written, aKING OF KINGS, AND bLORD OF LORDS.
17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with
a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of
heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the
supper of the great God;
18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of
captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of
horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all who
fight against the Lamb, amen, both bond and free free and
bond, both small and great.
19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their
armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat
on the horse, and against his army.
20 And the beast was taken, and with him the afalse
prophet that wrought bmiracles before him, with which
he cdeceived them that had received the mark of the beast,
and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast
alive into a dlake of efire burning with brimstone.
21 And the remnant were slain awith the word sword of him
that sat upon the horse, which word sword proceeded out of
his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.

CHAPTER 20
Satan is bound during the Millennium—The Saints will then
live and reign with Christ—The dead stand before God and
are judged out of the books according to their works.

Temple Reference
1 Nephi 11:25

John saw that Satan would be bound at the beginning of
the Millennium and that for a thousand years he would
“deceive the nations no more” (Revelation 20:3) or, as a
modern revelation states, “not have power to tempt any
man” (D&C 101:28; see also 1 Nephi 22:26; D&C
43:31; 88:110–11). During this time, “children shall
grow up without sin unto salvation” (D&C 45:58).
Concerning Satan’s binding, President Joseph F.
Smith (1838–1918) stated: “As to whether the binding
of Satan is a literal binding as with a chain or not, it
matters not. I am inclined to believe that the chain
spoken of in the Bible, with which Satan is to be bound,
is more figurative than real. [Satan] will be bound both
by the faith of the righteous and the decrees of the
Almighty during the Millennial reign and will be cast
down into hell” (From Prophet to Son: Advice of
Joseph F. Smith to His Missionary Sons, comp.
Hyrum M. Smith III and Scott G. Kenney [1981], 71).
The prophet Nephi taught that because of the
righteousness of the Saints, Satan will have no power
(see 1 Nephi 22:26).*
The Lord has revealed that after the thousand years have
ended, people would “again begin to deny their God”
(D&C 29:22). The Book of Mormon also describes a
time when people again turned their hearts toward Satan
after an extended season of peace and righteousness
because of the pride that followed prosperity
(see 4 Nephi 1:22–46). John saw that after the
Millennium, Satan would “deceive the nations … to
gather them together” for a final battle against the Saints
(Revelation 20:8; see D&C 88:110–11; the commentary
for Revelation 20:7–10).*
2 Nephi 9:16; D&C 43:31–33; 88:110–16 Latter-day
revelation adds the detail that Michael the archangel,
who is Adam (see D&C 27:11), will play an important
role in this final battle by gathering the armies of God
together against Satan and his armies (see D&C 88:112).
John saw the day when all God’s children would stand
before Christ to be “judged out of those things which
were written in the books” These books include: (1) The
book of life (see Philippians 4:3; Revelation
3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:15; Alma 5:58; D&C 128:6–7).
(2) Church records that record the saving ordinances
(see D&C 127:6–7, 9; 128:6–7). (3) The scriptures
(see 2 Nephi 29:11; 33:15). And possibly others.*

1 And I saw an aangel come down out of from heaven,
having the key of the bottomless bpit and a great chain in his
hand.
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old aserpent, which is
the bDevil, and Satan, and cbound him a thousand years,
3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and
set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the anations no
more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after
that he must be bloosed a little season.
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them,
and ajudgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of
them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the
word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast,
neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and breigned with
Christ a cthousand years.
5 But the rest of the adead lived not again until the thousand
years were finished. This is the first resurrection.
6 aBlessed and holy are they who have is he that hath part in
the bfirst cresurrection: on such the dsecond death hath no
power, but they shall be epriests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years.
7 And when the athousand years are expired, bSatan shall be
loosed out of his prison,
8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the
four quarters of the earth, aGog and Magog, to gather them
together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the
sea.
9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved
city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and
devoured them.
10 And the adevil that deceived them was bcast into the lake
of cfire and brimstone, where the beast and the false
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever
and ever.
11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it,
from whose face the aearth and the heaven fled away; and
there was found no bplace for them.
12 And I saw the adead, small and great, bstand before God;
and the cbooks were opened: and another book was opened,
which is the dbook of life: and the dead were ejudged out of
those things which were written in the books, according to
their fworks.
13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it;
and adeath and bhell delivered up the dead which were in

“The bottomless pit” is a term for the realm of Satan and
those who follow him (Revelation 20:1, 3). Even there,
God holds supreme authority, for it is God’s angel who
has “the key of the bottomless pit” (Revelation 20:1; see
Joseph Smith Translation, Revelation 9:1*
The enthroned beings John saw in Revelation 20:4 who
were given power to judge may represent the Twelve
Apostles Jesus called during His mortal ministry. Jesus
said that these Apostles would sit on thrones and judge
Israel (see Matthew 19:28; 1 Nephi 12:9–10; Mormon
3:19; D&C 29:12). Though the Lord has indicated that
some of His servants will assist Him as judges, the
scriptures also affirm that Jesus Christ Himself will be
the great and final Judge of all (see John 5:22; Acts
10:42; 2 Nephi 9:41).*
“To those who lived before the resurrection of Christ,
the day of his coming forth from the dead was known as
the first resurrection. Abinadi and Alma, for instance, so
considered it. (Mosiah 15:21–25; Alma 40.) To those
who have lived since that day, the first resurrection is
yet future and will take place at the time of the Second
Coming. (D. & C. 88:96–102.) We have no knowledge
that the resurrection is going on now or that any persons
have been resurrected since the day in which Christ
came forth excepting Peter, James, and Moroni, all of
whom had special labors to perform in this day which
necessitated tangible resurrected bodies” (Mormon
Doctrine, 639). Those who will receive celestial and
terrestrial bodies will come forth in the First
Resurrection.
“The rest of the dead” who “lived not again until the
thousand years were finished” (Revelation 20:5) are
those of “the last resurrection” (D&C 76:85)—“the
resurrection of the unjust” (D&C 76:17)—which occurs
at the end of the Millennium (see D&C 88:100–101).
This resurrection will include those who will inherit a
telestial glory and those who will “remain filthy still”
(D&C 88:102), meaning the sons of perdition who
inherit no degree of glory but “go away into the lake of
fire and brimstone, with the devil and his angels” (D&C
76:36; see Revelation 20:10).*

them: and they were judged every man according to their
works.
14 And adeath and bhell were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the csecond death.
15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire.
CHAPTER 21
Those who overcome will be sons of God—The earth attains
its celestial glory.
It is true that scriptures foretell the final days of the
earth’s temporal existence as a telestial sphere. The earth
will then be renewed and receive its paradisiacal, or
terrestrial, glory. (A of F 1:10) Ultimately, the earth will
become celestialized. (Rev. 21:1; D&C 77:1; D&C
88:25–26) But its last days must be preceded by
its latter days! Apr 1990. Russel M Nelson
As part of the Fall of Adam, the earth fell from a
terrestrial (paradisiacal) state to a telestial state. When
Christ returns and wickedness is destroyed, “Christ will
reign personally upon the earth; and … the earth will be
renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory” (Articles of
Faith 1:10). After the thousand years of Christ’s reign,
the earth will be transformed yet again. The Prophet
Joseph Smith described this change: “This earth will be
rolled back into the presence of God and crowned with
celestial glory” (Teachings: Joseph Smith, 258;
see D&C 29:22–25; 88:18–20, 25–26). *
Revelation 21:7 echoes the promises of exaltation found
in Revelation 2–3 to those who overcome
(see Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26–28; 3:5, 12, 21; see
also D&C 76:58–60). In Revelation 21:7, the promise of
inheriting “all things” does not mean that those who are
exalted will no longer worship God; the relationship of
God to each of His exalted children is still clear: “I will
be his God, and he shall be my son” (Revelation 21:7).*

1 And I saw a anew bheaven and a new cearth: for the first
heaven and the first dearth were passed away; and there was
no more sea.
2 And I John saw the holy city, anew bJerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a cbride adorned
for her husband.
3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will adwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and bGod himself shall be
with them, and be their God.
4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more adeath, neither bsorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more cpain: for the former things
are passed away.
5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all
things anew. And he said unto me, bWrite: for
these cwords are true and faithful.
6 And he said unto me, It is done. aI am bAlpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst
of the fountain of the cwater of life freely.
7 He that aovercometh shall binherit call things; and I will be
his God, and he shall be my dson.
8 But the fearful, and aunbelieving, and the abominable,
and bmurderers, and cwhoremongers, and dsorcerers, and
idolaters, and all eliars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the fsecond gdeath.
9 And there came unto me one of the seven angels which
had the seven vials full of the seven last aplagues, and talked
with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the
Lamb’s wife.
10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and
high amountain, and shewed me that great city,
the holy bJerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,

The judgment most commonly described in the scriptures
is the Final Judgment that follows the Resurrection (2 Nep
9:15; Rom 14:10; 2 Nep 9:15 Mosiah 27:31) “to be
judged according to the deeds [that] have been done in the
mortal body” (Alma 5:15; Revelation 20:12; Alma
41:3; 3 Nephi 26:4) All will be judged “according to their
works” (3 Nep 27:15) and “according to the desire[s] of
their hearts” (D&C 137:9; Alma 41:6)
The purpose of this Final Judgment is to determine
whether we have achieved what Alma described as a
“mighty change of heart” (Alma 5:14, 26) where we have
become new creatures, with “no more disposition to do
evil, but to do good continually” (Mosiah 5:2) The judge
of this is our Savior, Jesus Christ (John 5:22; 2 Nep 9:41).
Alma teaches that the justice of our God requires that in
the Resurrection “all things should be restored to their
proper order” (Alma 41:2) This means that “if their works
were good in this life, and the desires of their hearts were
good, … at the last day [they will] be restored unto that
which is good” (Alma 41:3) Similarly, “if their works [or
their desires] are evil they shall be restored [to] them for
evil” (Alma 41:4–5 Hel 14:31; 2 Nep 9:16; Mor
9:14; 1 Nep 15:33) That is the process preceding our
standing before what Mor calls “the pleasing bar of the
great Jehovah, the Eternal Judge of both quick and
dead” (Mor 10:34; 3 Nep 27:16).
To assure that we will be clean before God, we must
repent before the Final Judgment (Mor 3:22; Alma 39:8).
The Atonement of Jesus Christ gives us the only way to
achieve the needed cleansing through repentance, and this
mortal life is the time to do it. Although we are taught that
some repentance can occur in the spirit world (D&C
138:31, 33, 58) that is not as certain.
The Resurrection will restore “all things … to their proper
and perfect frame” (Alma 40:23; Alma 41:2) This
includes the perfection of all of our physical deficiencies
and deformities acquired in mortality, including at birth or
by trauma or disease.
Our Savior has the power and stands ready to cleanse us
from evil. Now is the time to seek His help to repent of
our wicked or unseemly desires and thoughts to be clean
and prepared to stand before God at the Final
Judgment. Dallin H Oaks Apr 2019

11 Having the aglory of God: and her light was like unto a
stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as
crystal;
12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve agates,
and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon,
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of
Israel:
13 On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the
south three gates; and on the west three gates.
14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in
them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
15 And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure
the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof.
16 And the city lieth foursquare, and the alength is as large
as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed,
twelve thousand bfurlongs. The length and the breadth and
the height of it are equal.
17 And he measured the wall thereof, a an
hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure
of a man, that is, of the angel.
18 And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the
city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.
19 And the foundations of the wall of the
city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The
first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a
chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;
20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh,
chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a
chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an
amethyst.
21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several
gate was of one pearl: and the street of the
city was pure agold, as it were transparent bglass.
22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord
God aAlmighty and the Lamb are the btemple of it.
23 And the city had no need of the asun, neither of the moon,
to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and
the bLamb is the clight thereof.
24 And the nations of them which are saved shall awalk in
the light of it: and the bkings of the cearth do bring their
glory and honour into it.
25 And the agates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for
there shall be no night there.
26 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations
into it.

27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing
that adefileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination,
or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the
Lamb’s bbook of life.
CHAPTER 22
The Saints will reign in celestial splendor—Christ will come,
and men will be judged—Blessed are they who keep His
commandments.

to bear a name on one’s forehead indicates allegiance
(see Revelation 3:12; 7:3; 13:16; 14:1; the commentary
for Revelation 3:12). Bearing the name also suggests
taking on the characteristics of the one named. Bearing
God’s name on one’s forehead may also be connected to
images of priesthood and temple service (see Exodus
28:36–38; Revelation 1:6; 5:10; 7:15). *
Understand what it means that the Lord will “come
quickly” (Revelation 22:7): “Not soon, but in a quick
manner; that is, with speed and suddenness after all of
the promised conditions precedent have occurred” **

1 And he shewed me a pure river of awater of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the
Lamb.
2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the
river, was there the atree of blife, which bare twelve manner
of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and
the cleaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
3 And there shall be no more acurse: but the bthrone of God
and of the cLamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve
him:
4 And they shall asee his bface; and his cname shall be in
their foreheads.
5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle,
neither light of the asun; for the Lord God giveth them blight:
and they shall creign dfor ever and ever.
6 And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and atrue:
and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew
unto his servants the things which must bshortly be done.
7 Behold, I acome quickly: bblessed is he that keepeth
the csayings of the prophecy of this book.
8 And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I
had heard and seen, I afell down to worship before the feet of
the angel which shewed me these things.
9 Then saith he unto me, See that thou do it not;: for I am
thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of
them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.
10 And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.
11 He that is aunjust, let him be bunjust still: and he which
is cfilthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let
him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy
still.
12 And, behold, I acome quickly; and my breward is with
me, to give every man according as his cwork shall be.
13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,
the afirst and the last.

After all that John had seen and heard in his vision, he
fell down to worship at the feet of the angel, but the
angel replied, “See thou do it not: for I am thy
fellowservant” (Revelation 22:9). From modern
scripture we learn about the angels who minister to the
inhabitants of this earth: “There are no angels who
minister to this earth but those who do belong or have
belonged to it” (D&C 130:5). Hence, when messengers
are sent to minister to the inhabitants of this earth, they
are not strangers but are from the ranks of our kindred,
friends, and fellow servants.*

“One of the arguments often used in any defense of a
closed canon is the New Testament passage recorded
in Revelation 22:18: However, there is now
overwhelming consensus among virtually all biblical
scholars that this verse applies only to the book of
Revelation, not the whole Bible. Those scholars of our
day acknowledge a number of New Testament ‘books’
that were almost certainly written after John’s revelation
on the Isle of Patmos was received. Included in this
category are at least the books of Jude, the three Epistles
of John, and probably the entire Gospel of John itself.
Perhaps there are even more than these.
“But there is a simpler answer as to why that passage in
the final book of the current New Testament cannot
apply to the whole Bible. That is because the whole
Bible as we know it—one collection of texts bound in a
single volume—did not exist when that verse was
written. For centuries after John produced his writing,
the individual books of the New Testament were in
circulation singly or perhaps in combinations with a few
other texts but almost never as a complete collection. Of
the entire corpus of 5,366 known Greek New Testament
manuscripts, only 35 contain the whole New Testament
as we now know it, and 34 of those were compiled
after A.D. 1000” (“My Words … Never
Cease,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2008, 91–92).

14 Blessed are they that ado his bcommandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through
the gates into the city.
15 For without are dogs, and asorcerers,
and bwhoremongers, and cmurderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a dlie.
16 I Jesus have sent mine aangel to testify unto you these
things in the churches. I am the broot and the offspring of
David, and the bright and morning cstar.
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, aCome. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the bwater of life freely.
18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, If any man shall aadd unto these
things, God shall add unto him the bplagues that are written
in this book:
19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of
the abook of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.
20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely
I acome quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
21 The agrace of our bLord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen.
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THE END

